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“A Man...an Hiding Place” 
By T. O. Chisholm 


“‘A man shall be as an hiding place from the 
wind, and a covert from the tempest; .. . 
as the shadow of a great rock in a weary 
land.’’—Isa. 32 : 2. 


ONDER, on a cross uplifted, 
One in ignominy dies ; 
Wounded, He, for our transgressions, 
Bruised for our iniquities ; 
Utmost love is there revealed ; 
By those stripes our wounds are healed. 


Not by men was He delivered, , 
Thus to suffer and to die; 
God Himself had preordained it, 
Had foreknown — eternally ; 
He is pleased to bruise Him thus, 
To provide release for us. 


Lo! the land is whelmed in darkness ;— 
Nature cannot bide the sight ; 
But upon His anguished spirit 
Falls a deeper, denser night, 
Whence He cries in agony, 
‘‘ Why hast thou forsaken me?” 





Now His suffering is over ; 
The atonement has been made; 
Stilled, the law’s insistent clamors, 
As in death He bows His head; ... 
Now may guilty sinners hide 
In a Saviour crucified. 


yg 
When Darkness Closes In 


When we can see nothing because 
of the darkness, God can see everything. 
We may not even be able to see God 
—but he sees us. And there are bless- 
ings in times of darkness that God could 
never give us in the midst of bright 
light. As has been truly said: “It is 
often in the hidden place, in the dark 
experience, that God is made known. 


The darkness is not the place of God’s 
withdrawal. It is the place where we 
put out our hand and find it, gripped by 
God’s almighty hand. Darkness and 
light are both alike to God. It is dark- 
ness to us, but he can see in the dark.” 
And this has been written in comment 
on the Scripture: “Who is among you 
that . . . walketh in darkness, and hath 
no light? let him trust in the name of 
the Lord, and stay upon his God” (Isa. 


50:10). 
ya 


Better Than Deliverance 


There is something better than be- 
ing delivered from this present trouble. 
That may be why God has not removed 
it. Paul knew the meaning of trouble 
—more than most Christians. Finally 
came a terrific one from Satan, “a thorn 
in the flesh,” and Paul plea 
God three times “that it might 
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Lilias Trotter, a ‘Pionger..in Algiers 


NGRE 


in Algiers to undertake the 

gelization of Moslems. Humanly 
considered, theirs was a forlorn hope 
indeed. “We should all have been turned 
down by medical verdict if we had tried 
to pass into any mission society,” writes 
one of them. “The country was newly 
opened, and we knew little of it. Mis- 
sion work had been started barely seven 
years previously, and that mostly among 
the Mountain Kabyles. We had just 
enough finance for personal needs and 
nothing more. The future was all a 
blank. Algiers was a tough battlefield, 
tough then and tough now.” 

The leader, Miss Lilias Trotter, was 
an English painter of whose work the 
critic, John Ruskin, was an ardent ad- 
mirer. She was sufficiently provided 
for and had before her a life of ease 
and aesthetic pleasure. Then she be- 
came interested in the rescue of girls 
on West London streets, but presently 
came the call to a more distant and 
more difficult field. Whenever she 
prayed, the words “North Africa” forced 
themselves upon her mind with peremp- 
tory insistence. 

They knew no person in Algeria; they 
knew no Arabic. “We only knew we 
had to come. Truly if God needed weak- 
ness, he had it.” 

Their early work was one of trans- 


Pins years ago three women BOS 
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But God had a greater blessing for Paul 
than deliverance from that trouble. He 
gave him blessing in that trouble, and 
because of that trouble, which Paul could 
not have known otherwise. Instead of 
removing the affliction came the wonder- 
ful word: “My grace is sufficient for 
thee, for my strength is made perfect 
in weakness.” And so Paul learned to 
glory in his infirmities, that the power 
of Christ might rest upon him (2 Cor. 
12:9). One has well said: “We commit 
our times, our way, our burden, our fear, 
into His loving care: for Him to: order 
and control them, for Him to deliver 
us from or carry us through them.” 
Carrying us through a certain affliction 
may mean, in God’s perfect love and 
wisdom, letting it remain for the rest 
of this earthly life while he carries us 
in triumph, moment by moment, through 
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Tigra and Alts Sreparation of literature. 

e children were the first way of ap- 
proach. With the help of the Nile Mis- 
sion Press, tracts were published for 
Arab boys and girls. Classical Arabic 
was too difficult for the people, so trans- 
lations were made of the Gospels into 
the coiloquial, to which there was an 
immediate response. Centuries of Is- 
lamic deadness had created a mental 
stupor in the people. Moslem women 
and children seemed utterly unable to 
remember prose. So they put Scripture 
text into Arabic rhyme and the rhyme 
into chants. It worked. Of their trans- 
lations they said: 

“There are words and phrases that will : 
always be linked with prayer victories. 
When no clue came to some passage with 
an apparently untranslatable expression, 
suddenly the solution would be there, 
dropping from Heaven upon one or an- 
other.” 

After the war the Band asked for mar- 
ried workers and for men who would 
join the mission trusting to God for their 
support. Since then there has been a 
great advance. The first outstation at 
Blida has been followed by others in 
Relizan, Miliana, Mascara, and Mostaga- 
nem. In 1918 work among the blind was 
begun; in 1923 long southern itinerations 
were undertaken in three directions. 
Other stations followed in 1925, at Bou 
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Saada, Tlemcen, and Dellys. Then came 
a mission-car for evangelism. 

Miss Trotter died last year, but the 
mission still expands with new stations 
at Tolga and Nefta, and two sets of 
workers have been settled in the vast 
Setif district. The founder’s morning 
devotions were poured out below a map 
of North Africa marked with the words, 
“Take heed to thy ministry.” Her prayers 
are being answered. 

* * oo * oa 

What a stronghold of evil they were 
storming! Lilias Trotter spoke of bitter 
resistance. “Never before had I such a 
sense of steering straight into the teeth 
of the Enemy’s power. All the evening 

‘and all the night’the feeling of depres- 
sion increased. In the streets a sense 
of division,—smiles from a few; cold, 
non-recognition from the many, and such 
a sense of breathless oppression that 
one could only feel shut up to prayer. 
Real. prayer is bound to make a stir in 
hell as well as in Heaven. Dr. F. told 
us that, used as he was to wicked 
heathen cities in India, none had ever 
given him the same sense of spiritual 
oppression as Algiers. It is like a 
Sirocco blast, withering, suffocating.” 

“For a convert to keep bright and clear 
_is such a miracle as for a candle to go 
on burning down in a shaft of choke- 
damp.” Heart-rending experiences with 
converts were the commonplace of early 
days. “More and-more everything seems 
crumbling under our feet. One after 
another gets blighted in the strangest 
way. I felt we must keep our eyes open 
and not cling to any false hopes about 
anybody, but let God strip and wreck 
everything down to the ground that he 
may begin again with a new creation.” 

She speaks of “dark hell-fought hours,” 
and adds, “To live in a place where the 
opposition of the enemy is so strong will 
make the first draught of the air of 
Heaven even more wonderful.” 

Lilias Trotter was serving “The Mas- 
ter of the Impossible,” and she com- 
forted herself with that fact. In the 
lovely little book of her sayings, which 
Miss Constance Padwick has collected 
under that title, is much searching teach- 
ing. Here is an example: 

“*Then had .. . thy righteousness 
[been] as the waves of the sea” has 
come freshly lit up these days in its 
beautiful picture of patient continuance. 
One wave is spent just to make way 
for the next, whether they are slowly 
gathered billows urged on by the tem- 
pest, or the gentle swift lapping of the 
summer day of small things. The suc- 
cession of waves is just like the ‘im- 
mediately’ and ‘forthwith’ of one service 
after another in the opening chapter of 
St. Mark. 

“The wave is a small forerunner, swept 
by the wind out of the ocean’s heart, 
falling back shattered into that heart 
without having done much apparently 
to help the cause. 

“The tide is the ocean heart itself, 
moving iriesistibly to victory, yet need- 





This editorial reviews ‘‘The Master of the 
Impossible,’”’ sayings for the most part in par- 
able from the letters and journals of Lilias 
Trotter of Algiers. Arranged by Constance E. 
Padwick. (Macmillan and Co., New York City; 
may be ordered from the Times Book Service, 
1721 Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia, $1.40.) 
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ing the broken waves, every one of them, 
whereby to do its work. They are but 
little waves out here, the thunderous 
din does not at present characterize the 
progress of Christ’s cause in the Mos- 
lem world. All that matters is that we 
let ourselves go, to the driving force 
behind, to be sent just as fast and as 
far as God wills; then falling back con- 
tent, as the wave that has spent itself, 
into the heart of the ocean, waiting to 
see the hour when the tide has won.” 
This artist was an artist in words 
as she had been in color and, what is 
more unusual, an artist in spiritual per- 
ceptions. She seized the striking effects 
which Nature cast about so lavishly and 
made them into pictures with hidden 
Scriptural meaning. Thus she writes of 
the Morning Star over Algiers Bay: 
“It hangs in the dawn like a great globe 
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of silver fire. Of all the images of Christ 
it seems the one that is almost more 
than an image, so utterly is it like him 
in its pure glory. And it sets one’s heart 
crying for the promise, ‘I will give him 
the Morning Star,’ the revelation of 
himself to the watching ones which can 
come to no others and can never be re- 
peated when once the Sun of Righteous- 
ness has arisen on all mankind, a reve- 
lation that through all the ages past and 
to come is only possible to us who are 
living in the last watches of the night.” 

And here are words on delayed an- 
swers to prayer: 

“Tf the clouds be full of rain, they 
empty themselves upon the earth’ 
(Eccles. 11:3). There is a prayer not 
seemingly mightier than those that pre- 
ceded it, but filling the measure to the 

(Continued on page 363) 
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Remarkable Bible Readers 


Hudson Taylor read the Bible 
through forty times in forty years. When 
THE Sunpay ScHoo.t Trmes published a 
letter mentioning this, other readers 
reported their own or others’ reading 
through the Bible many more times than 
this; one, fifty-one times in forty-five 
years; another, 100 times in his lifetime; 
another, 110 times, then failing eyesight 
prevented further reading; another, 146 
times; and still another, 159 times. A 
reader who had been through the Bible 
fifty-seven times added the interesting 
fact that he had read the German Bible 
through three times, the Greek New 
Testament four times, and the Hebrew 
Bible once. 

Some of these facts were given in the 
Bible Study Number of THe Sunpay 
ScHoo.t Times of January 21, and in thé 
issue of April 15. An interesting letter 
has come from Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin, 
President of Columbia Bible College 
(S. C.), calling attention to the remark- 
able record of Dr. Alexander Sprunt, a 
noted Southern Presbyterian minister, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
in Charleston for many years, who was 
taken Home to be with the Lord in De- 
cember, 1937. Dr. McQuilkin quotes 
from a letter from the Rev. James 
Sprunt, of Lynchburg, Va., saying that 
his father at the time of his death had 
not yet completed his 167th ‘reading of 
the Bible. He added this beautifully 
significant word: 

My wife and I read to him consider- 
ably in the first days in the hospital, and 
kept up his reading with him. The last 
Passage which I read to him was from 
the Second Epistle to Timothy, the fourth 


chapter, the first eight verses. This was 
on his last conscious day. 


Dr. McQuilkin comments: 


Surely it was no accident that this Bible. 


preacher whose sermons, they say, were 
always fragrant with the Word, should 
have closed his reading with Paul’s ex- 
hortation to young Timothy to “preach the 
Word” and his warning that the time 
would come when men would not endure 
sound doctrine. And then Paul closed 
with the testimony which is so true of 


Dr. Sprunt: “For I am now ready to be 
offered, the time of my departure is at 
hand. I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me at that day: 
and not to me only, but unto all them 
also that love his appearing.” 

I believe you would like to recall the 
testimony in the letter from Dr. Sprunt 
that was published in the Tres of Octo- 
ber 27, 1934. In writing of his practice of 
reading the Bible through, he concluded: 
“Every time I find something new and 
more precious to my soul, and I trust that 
this privilege may be continued to me as 
long as God in his mercy may spare my 
life. It would be a real privation to be 
denied the privilege of God’s Word.” 


<< 
The Itinerant 


Sunday School Times 


The numbér of readers of THE SUN- 
DAY ScHOOL TIMEs is not limited to the 
number of copies printed and mailed, 
—although the paper goes directly, 
every week, to readers in every state 
and province of North America and more 
than 100 foreign countries. Here is a 
letter from an Illinois reader that brings 
great encouragement to the Times staff 
and shows what itinerant preachers 
some copies of the paper are: 


I read each copy of THE Sunpay ScHoo, 
one week in advance, then I give 
it to another Sunday school teacher here 
in town; she reads it and shares it with 
the Baptist minister and his wife. They 
read it and use it, the young people’s 
column in the Baptist Young People’s 
Union. Then the Sunday school teacher 
sends it to her sister in California. I don’t 
know any further record of each copy. I 
do praise God for every portion of THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Trmes. I always read it 
from cover to cover, and know it has 
made me love our blessed Triune God 
and his Word more than anything else 
could. I have read it every day for more 
than twenty-five years. 


The editors deeply appreciate this 
heartening word and real lift from a 


-loyal member of the Times Family. Per- 


haps it has a suggestion to other readers 
for sharing with friends, near or far, the 
ministry of the paper. 
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The end of a journey of 626 miles along the 
Greatest Bridge on Earth 





ge Jenkins Ol 
By Frances Jenkins Olcott 











’ 
a 











i 


aza 


Lr aFv 














inra 
2VId 














out what lies back of Carmel’s 

left shoulder on the way down to 

Egypt. We are going to follow the Great 

Bridge southward along the coast 115 
miles from Carmel te Samson’s Gaza. 

Samson went to Gaza—that was more 

than three thousand years ago—and 


NN‘ really, at last, we shall find 


the Gazites lay in wait for him all night ° 


at the city gate intending to kill him 
when day dawned. Midnight came, 
Samson “took the doors of the gate of 
the city, and the two posts, and went 
away with them, bar and all, and put 
them upon his shoulders” (Judges 16:3). 

That is where we are heading for, 
Samson’s Gaza, which is at the southern 
tip of Palestine near Egypt. In Samson’s 
time his Gaza was a fairly modern city, 
as we shall see for ourselves. 

Sunrise is still casting its opalescent 
flood of lights over the cream walls and 
red-tiled roofs of Haifa, as our car from 
the Karmelheim rest-house glides down 
the smooth highway of Carmel, and our 
eyes delight in magnificent views of the 
Mediterranean. We roll to the left along 
the coastal plain and leave Haifa behind. 


Around Mount Carmel’s left shoulder | 


we drive! 


Southward Over the Plain of Sharon 


Black yawning caves to the left of us 
in Carmel’s rocky upheaved side; dark 
Bedouin tents snuggling in the mount’s 
shadows. The Mediterranean to the 
right of us, creaming the shore. What 
a narrow land-passage between 
Carmel and the sea—com- 
pressed 200 yards at its narrow- 
est! We cannot imagine how 
any army of size could have 
marched through in _ order. 
However, this riddle will soon 
be solved ! 

The passage widens. We roll 
out into spaciousness, on to the 
famous Plain of Sharon. 

Between foothills of Samaria 
to the east and the surging of 
the sea to the west stretches 
Sharon; growing green and 
richer, growing wide and wider 
as it descends the coast south- 
ward before us, to far beyond 
our vision. From Carmel at its 
beginning to its end near the 
city of Jaffa, Sharon is sixty- 
five miles long. Its width 
varies, at its exit at the passage 
of Carmel about six miles, near 
Jaffa about twelve. 

Green going! We are now 
inland from the sea. Fields are 
on either side. On we motor. 
Far to our right on the seaside, 
set on a beach of waving sands 
with the tides washing its site, 
stand the ruined walls of the 
Crusader Castle of Athlit. We 
cannot visit that today, but 
drive on. 


For ten weeks, with Miss Olcott as 
our guide, we have been traveling 
southward along the ancient trade 
route from Turkey to the southern 
end of Palestine. With masterly 
word pictures and striking photo- 
graphs, which she took, she has en- 
abled us to visualize the colorful 
pageant of history that has marched 
along this route from the earliest 
days to the present. In this tenth 
and concluding article of her series 
of Bible Travelogues, Miss Olcott 
takes us down the coast of Palestine 
to Gaza, a city old when Samson 
visited it and came away with the 
city gates. Undoubtedly all those 
Sunday school teachers, superintend- 
ents, and others who have been fol- 
lowing Miss Olcott’s series and who 
love the Word of God are grateful 
to her for the way in which she has 
made Bible scenes seem living and 
real to those who have not had an 
opportunity to visit them. 








And still farther down the coast, in 
the far distance, the sun glints on the 
heaped up golden sands beside the 
pounding sea, which mark the site of 
Roman Ceesarea. St. Paul and his com- 
pany leaving Ptolemais — that is Acre — 
came unto Cesarea (Acts 21:8) and “en- 
tered into the house of Philip the evan- 
gelist, which was one of the seven; and 
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“f 
aabode with him.” Did he, we wonder, 


come on horseback, or donkeyback, or 
in a Roman conveyance, along this land 
route of the Greatest Bridge on Earth 
as we have done all the way from Acre? 
Or did he sail along the coast? We like 
to think we are traveling in his way. 
From Cesarea, he went up to Jerusalem, 
far off there to the southeast of us, high 
among the holy mountain-tops of 
Judea. And after tumult and trial and 
imprisonment, he was to return to Ceesa- 
rea guarded by two centurions with two 
hundred soldiers and threescore and ten 
horsemen, and two hundred spearmen, 
an honored prisoner going to plead his 
causg, before Cesar in Rome. Down by 
the Roman road through rock-ribbed 
mountains, thirty-five miles to Antipatris 
on this plain,—now Ras el Ain, source 
of pure water for the Holy City, — St. 
Paul was brought by night, then on to 
Czesarea across the Plain of Sharon, to 
the site yonder, now ruins and golden 
sands. 


“The Lilies of the Field” 


But the green promise of Sharon fills 
our eyes. In the early springtime your 
guide — myself, dear Readers — has seen 
these wayside fields sprinkled charm- 
ingly with blooms of many delicate hues, 
splashed with the vivid crimson of the 
large anemone, said to be Christ’s “lily 
of the field”; this royal flower with a 
crown in. its heart is the glory of the 
Palestine spring. Sharon is symbolic of 

flowers, and has given a blos- 
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The Most Ancient Gaza 


Just a section of Sir Flinders Petrie's excavation of the Gaza that was 
abandoned about 2,000 years before Christ. A city of the Hyksos or 
Shepherd Kings, its ramparts and defences covered abovt fifty acres. It 


stands in the desert at the southern end of Palestine. 


? 


som-name to the Lord Jesus — 
‘I am the Rose of Sharon” 
(Song of Sol. 2:1). Here on 
fertile Sharon pastured Da- 
vid’s herds, watched over by 
Shitrai the Sharonite (1 Chron. 
27:29). And here on Sharon 
will pasture flocks in peace- 
fulness when Israel returns 
to the Lord. “Sharon shall 
be a fold of flocks” (Isa. 
65:10). 

In olden times, rustled in the 
sea-winds a grand green forest 
of oak trees cloaking Sharon 
with their beauty. “The Forest,” 
that was a name given Sharon 
about 2,000 years ago. “The 
Enchanted Forest” was a Cru- 
sader poetical name for the oak- 
clothed plain. Today Sharon is 
the néarly treeless plain, for its 
oaks have fallen for the most 
part under enemy axes. But 
we see here and there on its 
verdant expanse charming little 
groups of trees set out sym- 
metrically. They mark small 
Jewish colonies that are work- 
ing parts of the plain. Orange 
groves spread their shining 
green foliage here and there 
along the roadside. The far- 
ther south we drive, the wider 








360 * 


the plain, the more delightful the orange 
groves. 

Your guide, dear Readers, has been 
over this section of the Greatest Bridge 
on Earth several times, at different sea- 
sons. And the roadsides grow in beauty 
as the busy Jewish colonists set out 
more and more trees; not only groves 
look richer in greenery and more glint- 
ing in season with golden fruits, but 
decorative palms are being set out to 
line sides of parts of the highway. 

Now the secret of the way of the 
marching armies has been revealed soon 
after we passed Carmel. How did they 
pour through that narrow Carmel pas- 
sage without getting into a jam? Many 
of the armies did not pour through at 
all, They took a short cut from Sharon 
up through the Samaritan hills to our 
left. Even the Pharaoh Thutmose III, 
after marching his 20,000 up from Egypt 
along the Great Bridge, led them straight 
up the short cut through the hills and 
out on to the Plain of Esdraelon. The 
short cut has been a cross-traffic route 
since history began, and still is. In 1918 
a division of Allenby’s army went 
through it to the Battle of Esdraelon. 

The fascinations of Sharon must not 
make us linger. On to Jaffa! More 
trees— more houses—some towns— 
more natives—more orange groves— 
the plain widens. 


Jonah’s Port of Embarkation 


Jaffa! Ancient Joppa from which dis- 
gruntled Jonah sailed for Tarshish 
(Jonah 1:3) to flee from the presence 
of the Lord; Roman Joppa, where, on 
the roof of the house of Simon a tanner, 
Peter had his vision (Acts 10). Modern 
Jaffa, climbing picturesquely its peaked 
hill and spreading around its foot a maze 
of Oriental bazaars and native streets. 
Jaffa stands proudly among its famous 
orange orchards, for Jaffa oranges are 
a leading export of Palestine. Before 
entering the town, we passed through 
Jewish Tel Aviv, the twin city of Arab 
Jaffa, which has sprung up almost over- 
night full grown with modern houses, 
shops, and business. But we do not 
linger in Jaffa or Tel Aviv, but drive on, 
headed for Samson’s Gaza. 

Now we have left the Plain of Sharon 
behind. 

This coastal plain of the Great Bridge 
of Syria and Palestine, along which we 
have come all the way down from the 
Turkish frontier, has kept changing its 
name. From Haifa to Jaffa it was the 
Plain of Sharon. Now it has become the 
Philistine Plain. 

After we have passed some Jewish col- 
onies, the plain spreads out to the right, 
to the left, to the front of us, great and 
with fruitful possibilities. The Philis- 
tine Plain is more shaggy than Sharon, 
but infinitely kinder to the far-visioned 
eye that rests itself in space. Far away 
along the sea line to the west glimmer 
the heaped-up golden sand dunes, that 
hold off the beating of the Mediterra- 
nean, a long broken line of mellow- 
colored mounds and ridges against the 
blue sky. Beyond them, shut off from 
our sight, foams and surges the sea. 

We look toward the distant east, to 
the gently rolling fertile hills of the 
Shephelah—or Low Country. Behind 
the Shephelah hills a mighty bastion 
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A Little View of “Samson's Gaza”’ 


Moder Gaza, at the south end of Palestine, stands 
on the site of the Gaza of Samson's day. These 
are ruins made by the World War, in the main 
bazaar. The tower of the Great Mosque is restored. 


wall of lofty haggard rock rises and 
runs along the sky line southward — the 
mountain range of Judea, crowned with 
the Holy City. We cannot see the Holy 
City from the plain, but know that it 
stands aloft 2,593 feet above the sea 
within its encircling hills and vales— 
Jerusalem, City of Peace — whose Peace 
is yet to come! 

The Judzean Range was a fortress-wall 
from which Israel might look down upon 
the plain below where the Philistines 
guarded the route of the Great Bridge 
from their fortified towns — among them 
the Five Cities of the Five Lords of the 
Philistines, Ashdod, Gath, Ekron, Ashke- 
lon, and Gaza to which we are going. 

The ancient Philistines, with what in- 
termittent terror they looked up toward 
that ominous defensive rock-wall of 
Judza, where their enemy dwelt! How 
intently they watched the passes through 
the Shephelah down which bands of Is- 
raelite warriors might be disgorged, at 
any time, out upon the plain. 


Scenes Recalling the Philistines 


The evil Ashtaroth and the terrible 
Dagon were gods of the Philistines, and 
their religious rites were abominable. 
Yet the Philistines were terrified by the 
presence of the Ark of the Lord, the One 
and the True. For in Samuel’s young 
days the glory departed from sinful Is- 
rael for a space of time; the Philistines 
seized the Ark and brought it to Ashdod 
into the house of Dagon. We read in 
the Bible (1 Sam. 5 and 6) about the 
downfall of Dagon, the Philistines’ ac- 
cumulating fear and increasing terror, 
and the return again and again of the 
plague as they carried the Ark from 
Philistine city to Philistine city, desper- 
ate to get rid of it. 

Even Philistine priests and magicians, 
though they bowed down to images and 
evil gods, stood in awe of the one and 
invisible God whose worship was pure. 
They counseled the people to give a 
trespass offering to God— “Give glory 
unto the God of Israel; peradventure he 
will lighten his hand from off you, and 
from off your gods, and from off your 
land” (1 Sam. 6:5). 

We follow the Ark of the Lord in 
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thought, as it is borne by the frantic 
Philistines away from Dagon’s house in 
Ashdod (today, the small native town 
of Isdud to the west of us is Ashdod’s 
descendant) —to Gath (today, probably 
the lonely mound with white, rocky fac- 
ing and small village, called Tell es-Safi) 
—yes, twelve miles from Ashdod, to 
Gath over there on the foothills of the 
Shephelah they carried the Ark. There 
the hand of the Lord was against the 
city with a very great destruction, and the 
anguished Gathites hurried the Ark off 
to their neighbors in the town of Ekron, 
farther up in the Shephelah (today, 
Aqir, small and native, stands on Ek- 
ron’s site). And then the Ark was again 
passed along, this time to Beth-shemesh; 
but too far away from the Great Bridge 
for us to follow it even in thought. 
Dear Readers, your present guide and 
companion has adventured to these sup- 
posed sites of all the Five Cities of the 
Five Lords of the Philistines. I wish 
we might go to all five today. But we 
must not tarry long on this plain, but 
hurry ahead to Samson’s Gaza, which 
stands at the beginning of the last span 
of the Great Bridge that goes into Egypt. 


“House of the Giants” 


But first let us speak of giants! My 
window in Jerusalem looks out across 
the Valley of Rephaim — Vale of Giants 
(2 Sam. 5:18). The race of Canaanitish 
very tall men have left their name to 
the chief. town of the Shephelah over 
there, called, Beit Jibrin, “House of the 
Giants,” where immense cavern-dwell- 
ings cut out of soft rock are of such 
astonishing proportions as to indicate 
the huge size of the tall race that lived 
there; one alone with 60 separate rooms, 
with cisterns and oil presses; another 
400 feet long and 80 feet high. 

The Philistines, strange folk, are 
thought to have invaded Canaan and 
conquered the pegple of the plain about 
the time Israel entered the Holy Land. 
A remnant of the tall Canaanite race, the 
tall men or giants, served in the Philis- 
tine armies, like Goliath of Gath (1 Sam. 
17), and the brother of Goliath the Git- 
tite (2 Sam. 21:19), and the man ‘with 
twenty-four fingers and toes (2 Sam. 
21:20). And the Hebrew spies, who 
brought grapes from Eshcol, brought 
back also the report to Moses, “We saw 
the giants, the sons of Anak .. . and we 
were in our own sight as grasshoppers” 
(Num. 13:33). 

We are now bound straight for Gaza, 
not even turning off seaward to the ruins 
of Ascalon, whose massive fragments of 
masonry thrust their ragged ruins up 
through the mounds and hills of sand 
that bury Philistine Ashkelon; Roman 
Ascalon where Herod the Great was 
born; and Crusader Ascalon, the fortress. 

Somewhere along here the apostle 
Philip, whom the Angel of the Lord had 
bidden to go “toward the south unto the 
way that goeth down from Jerusalem 
unto Gaza, which is desert,” met the 
servant of Candace, Queen of the Ethio- 
pians, riding in his chariot probably 
along this Great Bridge going down 
Egyptward (Acts 8:26-40). 

Fifty miles we have ridden from Jaffa, 
and now Gaza is there before us; Gaza, 
gray and native, standing on the site of 
Samson’s Gaza. It was a comparatively 
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modern town when Samson was born, 


for the original Gaza, nearer the sea, 
Was an ancient of ancient history in 
Samson’s day. It had been abandoned 
long before his time, possibly because 
malaria drove out the inhabitants to 
found a new Gaza in a healthier spot. 
Gaza today, looking toward the south- 
ern desert, is in a cheerful setting of green 
and gardens. Its wells are the friendly 
redeemer of its soil from desert barren- 
ness; for where living water runs, there 
agriculture may flourish, even on the 
edge of a dry and parched land. Gaza’s 
primitive streets, its minarets, its ba- 
zaars swarming with leisurely Bedouins 


_ and farmers from the district, in kaffias 


or turbans, in abbas or Western clothes, 
delight us as we wander about and buy 
Oriental trinkets. We make a pilgrim- 
age to the hill el-Mountar, to which 
Samson is said to have carried the doors 


_ of the gates of the city; and“ we photo- 


graph the ruins of Bab (Gate) el- 
Mountar, thought to be the site of the 
Philistine gate. 

Then a refreshing night’s sleep in the 
rest-house of Imperial Airways! 

The morrow! We are eagerly off for 
that ancient of most ancient sites, the 
first Gaza, abandoned and lost about 
2,000 years before the birth of Christ — 
about 4,000 years ago; Tell el Ajjul. Four 
or five miles we drive southward into 
the desert. This is a red-letter day. 
For years the name of Sir Flinders Petrie 
has been a guiding star in our study of 
archeology. Today we shall meet him 
and see him, for he is the famous arche- 
ologist who has excavated this most 
ancient Gaza which was old and dead 
when Samson was born. 

Yet there is trepidation! Archeolog- 
ical students are not by any means al- 
ways welcomed by excavators who jeal- 
ously wish to keep their findings out of 
sight. Not all are like our hospitable 
host Sir Leonard Woolley in his Hit- 
tite Palace. How shall we find. Sir Flin- 
ders Petrie? 

Now, my dear Readers, pleasant trav- 
eling comrades, together for 626 miles 
we have come down from the Cilician 
Gates.in the Taurus Mountains of Tur- 
key along the Greatest Bridge on Earth, 
through North Syria, Phoenicia, Sharon, 
and the Philistine Plain, to this jumping- 
off place on the edge of this southern 
desert going down to Egypt. In what 
happier or more appropriate way could 
we take our last farewell than by being 
guests of Sir Flinders Petrie and his 
wife, in their native hut in their own 
compound, near the site of the most an- 
cient Gaza, forgotten when Samson 
“made sport” for the Philistines at the 
feast of Dagon their god? 

So, while the friendly brown eyes of 
the famous archeologist beam upon us, 
and Lady Petrie pours out the tea, we 
are proud to receive our cups at the 
hand of one who for years has assisted 
her husband so earnestly that the two 
have added immeasurably to the knowl- 
edge of Bible times. To her has he 
dedicated his autobiography—“To my 
wife, on whose toil most of my work has 
depended.” 

So good-by, dear Companions of a de- 
lightful journey, perhaps we shall again 
some day journey along the ways of 
the Holy Land. 
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When lives were miraculously spared and 
hearts were opened to the Gospel 








God's Care During the Earthquake in Chile 


By Mrs. William M. Strong 














will remember that in the August 

letter was mentioned a rich Arab 
family in Chilian with whom Tom 
Davies and Mr. Strong had had special 
opportunities of presenting the claims of 
Christ as the Saviour. It is a large 
family,—father and mother and six 
young people and two children. During 
the recent earthquake the house fell, 
killing the beloved mother. AH others 
were saved. The father awoke quickly 
at the first sensation of the earthquake, 
and heard his wife call to God, “O Lord, 
save my children.” The prayer was an- 
swered. We cannot say anything about 
the dear woman’s own salvation. She 
was an excellent mother, very bright, 
charming and vivacious, spoke fluently 
three languages, and a favorite with fam- 
ily and friends. A heavy beam fell from 
the roof before she could escape. Her 
husband, the father, is truly a man of 
God. Meeting him the other day, one’s 
heart ached for him as we saw the agony 
still pictured on his face. He is a very 
lonely man, yet a very brave one. Not 
a sound of complaint or criticism of 
God’s dealings has he uttered. “God 
spoke in no uncertain way,” he said. 
“He is calling all to repentance before 
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Mr. and Mrs. William M. Strong 
are the Directors of the Soldiers and 
Gospel Mission of South America, 
with field headquarters at Coihueco, 
Chile; and American headquarters 
at 378 N. Eleventh Street, Prospect 
Park, Paterson, N. J. Mr. and Mrs. 
William M. Strong, Jr., and other 
workers are associated with them in 
the Mission, which has branch sta- 
tions in five other towns. Mrs. 
Strong’s article, with its many strik- 
ing examples of God’s loving care of 
his own people, was written from 
Chillan a few weeks after the ter- 
rible earthquake which devastated 
that region in the latter part of 
January. Accompanying the article 
was a letter from Mr. Strong in 
which he said: 


“It is probably the greatest op- 
portunity of our whole lives to give 
the Gospel now when almost every- 
body everywhere in this zone has 
lost everything that they possess 
besides their dear ones as well. The 
tremendous mortality is due to the 
fact that it was probably the short- 
est and most violent earthquake of 
all history. I should judge it was 
all over in forty seconds; beginning 
immediately with greatest violence 
and therefore cutting off all chances 
of escape for most of those that were 
killed. The Lord spared all of us 
in a marvelous way, and we can 
only praise Him for His protection.” 











the terrible day of Judgment.” We 
have spoken to several of his daughters 
and sons—some of them show a new 
interest in God’s message through his 
Son. Pray for the salvation of their 
souls. 

A notable thing was the marvelous 
way in which the family who are now 
with us were saved. Senor Chamora is 
a man of God. He was returning home 
from a late meeting of the church where 
he is an active member. The wife was 
sewing, waiting for him. Just as he 
reached his house came the earthquake. 
The entire house fell flat. At first he 
thought all, his wife and seven children, 
were buried under the ruins, but when 
the dust had settled a bit, he learned 
that his wife and his two oldest sons had 
escaped, but five children were buried 


.under the adobe bricks. It took about 


an hour to unearth them. Some were 
scratched, and the baby was unconscious; 
but today all are fine, fat and rosy. God 
honored the prayers of his own. 
There is an evangelical church in Chil- 
lan, with many members. Only one of 
these was killed,— Senora C., a lovely 
young woman, a faithful follower of 
the Lord Jesus. Her husband has been 
reared in a godly family, but for several 
years he has been indifferent to Christ’s 
call. He is a very successful business 
man. It may be riches have blinded his 
eyes. Their home was a beautiful one. 
The night of the earthquake, he, his wife, 
and four little ones were sleeping. 
Awakened by the terrible shock, he 
caught the baby in his arms and called 
to his wife. At the same moment the 
house crashed. Then all was still and 
the night was dark. His wife and three 
little ones were buried under the ruins. 
About an hour after, he, trying to un- 
earth them, heard a faint little cry. It 
was the little one of the three. He saved 
this one; but the wife and two older 
ones had gone to the heavenly Home. 
Poor Senor C.!—our hearts ache for 
him! His wife was a very dear friend 
of ours, and greatly beloved by her hus- 
band. Shall we not pray that he will 
now yield to his Saviour, so that one 
day they may be together once more? 
Our nearest neighbor was in a dying 
condition the Sunday before the ‘earth- 
quake, which occurred on the Tuesday, 
and was carried into Chillan to the hos- 
pital. (Her baby had been born on the 
previous Saturday.) When the earth- 
quake occurred, somehow she got out 
of bed, baby in arms, crawled over the 
ruins, and managed to get to the central 
plaza; then asking God for strength mo- 
ment by moment, began walking up the 
road to Coihueco, eighteen miles away. 
Again and again in the darkness, in the 
middle of the night, she would stop, rest 
a moment, ask the Lord again for his 
help, and so finally reached a farm- 
house. Here she was given something 
to eat, later was lifted into an ox-cart. 





} 
j 
i 
i 
i 
i 
& 
; 











































362 * 


She did this, mind you, when baby was 
three days old. I saw her fn her home 
when baby was eleven days old, and both 
she and baby were fine. For a long 
time this neighbor has shown much in- 
terest in the Gospel, and she and her 
husband attended regularly. She has 
wanted to be baptized. We rejoice with 
her, that God so honored her faith. 

The day after the earthquake, Ernest 
Vallette went to Chillan on horseback, 
as no railroad has been running in this 
section for some time. Going up one of 
the streets, he heard a faint cry for 
help. It came from a pile of debris 
that once was a house. He at once began 
to dig and dig. He asked a man passing 
to assist him. The man refused unless 
he paid him. After four hours of hard 
work the man pinned underneath was 
freed. He had been in a cramped posi- 
tion unable to move for seventeen hours. 
You can imagine his gratitude! May 
he also understand the salvation that 
God is offering him! 

While waiting for a train in Chillan, I 
had a chance to speak to a woman, ask- 
ing how she escaped. There was awe in 
her voice as she replied: “Senora, I was 
not with my family that night. I was in 
a house with six other people. All were 
killed. I was the only one that escaped.” 
She asked me if I were an evangelical. 
Learning that I was she said: “For 
about two weeks I have been interested 
in what the evangelicals teach, and in- 
stead of praying to the Virgin and the 
saints, I had begun to pray directly to 
Jesus Christ. The night before the earth- 
quake, I knelt in prayer to him. He 
saved me. I must go on with the Lord.” 
She then asked me many questions about 
our teachings. Such a joy it was to ex- 
plain, with the help of the Word, the 
glorious truths there presented. Yes, 
God is speaking to many hearts these 
days. 

There was a woman wrongly accused 
of a misdemeanor in Chillan, and put 
into the woman’s jail. She was a be- 
liever in the Lord Jesus Christ. When 
the judge asked her what was her de- 
fense, she said: “God knows that I am 
innocent. He will defend me, will prove 
my innocence, and in some way or an- 
other, free me.” The women’s jails in 
all parts of Chile are under the direct 
control of the nuns. The day of the 
earthquake, the papers were issued for 
her acquittal, but the notice was not re- 
ceived in time for her to leave that night. 
When the terrible shaking began, this 
woman was with two nuns in a certain 
small section of the jail, and she had 
been explaining to them something of 
the truths of our Lord as found in the 
Gospel of John. The two nuns were 

interested. The shock came, the build- 

ing fell with a crash. All were killed 

(the prisoners and nuns) except this 

woman of God and the two nuns with 
her. Surely God is separating these nuns 

unto himself! They have been reading 
the Gaspel of John since with great 
interest. 
We (Ione, Fanu, and myself) had gone 
to Challan to put on the train for Santi- 
ago a young girl who had been spending 
a few months with us in Coihueco. There 
was a large crowd boarding the train; 
but learning we had twenty minutes be- 
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fore the departure, we went on board, 
and were glad to find an elderly woman 
into whose care we could place our 
young friend. Just then Ione exclaimed, 
“Why the train is going.” It was, and 
so we were carried to the next station. 
At first we were rather annoyed, not 
knowing how we might be abie to re- 
turn. Then we said, “The Lord must 
have his plan in this”; so we had peace 
of mind. Arriving at the station of 
Cocharcas, we were happy to learn that 
a bus was expected to pass for Chillan 
in about twenty minutes. We had a 
chance to witness to three young men 
who were also waiting for the bus; but 
this was not all. I gave a tract to a 
little girl, telling’ her to run with it to 
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her mother. Soon a middle-aged woman 
came to me with the little girl, and said, 
“This paper is evangelical, is it not?” 

“Yes,” I said. 

“Tell me, please, more about what 
you believe. God is telling me:that I 
ought to follow him. Please tell me 
what he wants me to do.” 

This probably was the reason we were 
carried that day to the tiny station of 
Cocharcas. 

Much seed has been planted in Chile. 
Is this the day for the reaping? Our 
missionaries are the only ones working 
in this earthquake zone. Pray that we 
may have God’s wisdom, strength, and 
love to deal with many awakened souls. 


CorHUECcO, CHILE. 














The Bible Lover’s League 


A radio broadcast that promotes the distribution 
and earnest study of the Word of God 


By Joseph E. MacNamee 
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privilege. I have thirty-two 

boys and girls, ages seven 
through thirteen, reading for Bibles. 
I had the pleasure of having sixteen 
boys and girls around my bedside one 
afternoon to tell them why we wanted 
them to read and have a Bible of their 
own. I tried to tell them of God, our 
Father’s love in giving his own beloved 
Son that we should have everlasting 
life.” 

This letter was received by the Radio 
Revival in Dallas, Tex., which sponsors 
the Bible Lovers League. It came from 
a listener in Magnolia, Tex., who, ac- 
cording to a plan described later in this 
article, is called a “Bible Distributor.” 
Glimpses of the fruitful work that is 
being done by the League may be gained 
from the following letters received from 
other Bible Distributors, and other 
workers in several Southern towns: 


“T am reading to earn me a Bible, as 
I don’t have one of my own. I ama 
young mother, and I would like to have 
a Bible of my own.” 


“MM: WORK here has been a great 


“Saturday I listened to your program, 
and I got my Bible down and read the 


Book of St. John, and I counted the . 


word ‘King’ sixteen times. I must say 
that this is the first time I have ever 
read a complete book of the Bible. I 
am eighteen years old, but I’ intend to 
read more, now. I am praying that your 
services will reach every home, and that 
they, too, may wake up like I did, and 
start reading today.” 


“IT am working in an isolated part 
of the mountains, and although there 





The Radio Revival is broadcast 
over Station KRLD, Dallas, 1040 
kilocycles, at the following hours: 

115 to 2 P. M.—Weekdays except Sat- 
urdays. 

6 to 6.15 A. M.—Saturdays. 

12.45 to 1.30 P. M.— 0d 

8 to 8.30 A. M.—Sundays. 











has been preaching here for years, I find 
there are very few who have Bibles. My 
heart aches for these poor people who 
have very little of this world’s goods. 
Yet we know that they can become rich 
toward God through his precious Word. 
I would like information regarding Bibles 
and Bible portions and how they may 
be obtained.” 


‘TI am glad to report results better 
than I had even dared to hope for by 
the study of the Gospels of Luke and 
John. There have been nine conversions 
in my school this winter.. My pupils are 
eagerly planning to earn a Bible of their 
own soon.” 


‘I believe I have received twelve 
Bibles since. October, and only God 
knows to what extent the Radio Re- 
vival has been responsible for the re- 
vival spirit that has been sweeping our 
community for several months, result- 
ing in the conversion of at least twenty- 
seven souls, sixteen of them in Febru- 
ary alone.” 


“You ought to see the poor people 
here, living in little log houses, don’t 
get to go to church very much on ac- 
count of not having clothes fit to wear, 
on the relief, and oh, how glad they are 
to get a new Bible! One lady who lives 
near me is sure thankful for her Bible, 
and she reads it night and day. She 
told me she didn’t know such wonder- 
ful things were in the Bible. There are 
people getting saved all along.” 


Evangelism is extensive. Bible teach- 
ing is intensive. A simple, effective plan 
for cultivating both fields by radio has 
been developed by W. E. Hawkins of 
the Radio Revival, KRLD, Dallas, Tex., 
tested over a period of nearly twelve 
years, and now organized with five sep- 
arate Divisions as the Bible Lover’s 
League. Eight other . Gospel broad- 
casters from Des Moines to San Antonio 
and Atlanta to Dallas use the plan in 
whole or in part, the printed matter 
being so arranged that the local address 
is preserved. 

The Little Tots Bible League offers 
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a Gospel of John with an attractive, es- 
pecially prepared, blue jacket, to any 
child who cannot yet read, but whose 
name and birthday date are sent in. A 
three-cent stamp covers the cost. Usu- 
ally it is the first piece of mail he re- 
ceives, — an important event for a child. 
Our prayer is that it may be the first 
book read to him and that the verses 
memorized by him may be his first mem- 
ory work. Through KRLD, 7,600 chil- 
dren have been enrolled from 39 states 
and 4 foreign countries. 

The Bible Distributors League offers 
a free Bible to every person without one 
of his own who will- “earn” one by 


* reading. Seven Scripture portions are 


supplied one at a time, read through, 
and five are returned to be used again; 
then the Bible is sent free... A reader 
fifteen years of age or. older receives 
a large Bible; under that’ age, a smaller 
one. Every one without exception who 
requests a Bible or inquires about the 
plan receives a Gospel of John with a 
tract, “How to Earn a Bible.” Christian 
leaders who use this Division, and who 
through branches of the League get full 
instructions with supplies for a number 
of readers, are called Bible Distributors. 
Funds are supplied by the radio audi- 
ence, and as God sends in the money the 
Bibles go out. No debts are incurred. 
Both needs and results are read before 
the audience, and the burden for getting 
out the Word is shared by all the audi- 
ence in prayer and gifts. Through KRLD, 
13,120 have earned Bibles. Active Bible 
Distributors now number 940 in 33 states 
and 9 foreign countries. Thousands have 
been saved by reading the Bible portions 
before they get their Bibles; revivals 
have sprung up in communities. God 
has prospered his Word. 

The Bible Searchers League offers an 
attractive certificate award, printed on a 
Government postcard, to anyone who 
will mail in on time the correct count 
of a prominent word in a Bible book 
(for example, “hope” in Romans). Word 
and Book change every three weeks. 
As a reward for faithfulness? the fifth 
card in succession is red, the tenth blue, 
and so on. The blessing of the plan is 
obvious; many who have never read 
a whole Book in the Bible will do so 
to get the award, and keep on for the 
joy this plan brings them. 

The Home Builders League is the new- 
est and gives promise of much fruit be- 
cause the radio reaches primarily into 
homes. Its objects are: (1) to arouse 
parents to a deeper sense of their re- 
sponsibility before God to lead their own 
children to Christ at an early age, and 
to train them for his service; (2) to 
place before the parents five definite 
progressive steps to take with this end 
in view. These steps are printed on two 
cards, one of which is sent to the home 
office and one kept by the parents. This 
division was conceived and is shep- 
herded by Mrs. W. E. Hawkins, who also 
gives a ten-minute “from a mother to 
a mother” talk every Thursday, gener- 
ally answering some question sent in by 
a “Home Builder.” Already there are 
290 “five-point members,” 474 “at least 
one-point members.” Many home prob- 
lems have been solved, and many family 
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altars started or rekindled by this 
League. 

The Chapter by Chapter Bible League 
fulfills the intensive Bible study objec- 
tive by offering a question and answer 
course through the entire Bible. The 
Bible Lovers Leaflet, published every 
six weeks and sent to a mailing list of 
subscribers, presents nine questions on 
each lesson. References are given so 
the student can answer them for him- 
self. In January the lessons began with 
Matthew in the New Testament. A spe- 
cial answer blank sheet has been pre- 
pared for anyone desiring to make a 
regular radio Bible study course of it, 
—sending the answers to headquarters 
to be graded and receiving periodically 
an award for work done. 

The joy of those who direct the Bible 
Lovers League has been great. Begin- 
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ning with the one who cannot read, 
and going on to the one who can earn 
his Bible, then offering a simple sug- 
gestion for searching it, meanwhile de- 
veloping a family altar in the home, 
finally studying the Bible consecutively 
chapter by chapter, the League not only 
offers the whole Word of God to the 
whole radio audience, but establishes 
many a believer in the habit of regular 
and devotional study of the one blessed 
Book. 

All the work of the Bible Lovers 
League is done by those who donate 
their time and talents to this work of 
faith and labor of love that the Word 
may go out at a minimum of expense. 
All who are interested in this work may 
write for information to the Bible Lovers 
League, P. O. Box 717; Dallas, Tex. 


DALLAS. 














Lilias Trotter, a Pioneer in Algiers 
An editorial, continued from the second page 














point of overflow. The drops that have 
been drawn up one by one by the same 
power, dew from the grass, moisture 
from the wayside pool, spray from the 
ocean, — all mingle and wait above until 
the surcharged atmosphere condenses 
and the shower breaks. 

“From all over the world God is draw- 
ing up prayer for the outpouring of 
his Spirit. It matters not if the cry 
rises from the heart of a mature saint 
or of a new-born soul. They mingle 
and wait till the last one liberates the 
answer. 

“ ‘Neither hast thou delivered thy peo- 
ple at all’ was the prelude to the Ex- 


- odus. 


“‘He answered her not a word’ was 
the first step to the answer of the Syro- 
phoenician woman’s cry. 

“Trust in a Christ who is not working 
(He answered her not a word). 

“Trust in a Christ who seems not to 
be caring (Asleep on a pillow). 

“Trust in a Christ who seems to have 
failed (He should have’ redeemed Is- 
rael).” 

Then she continues: 

*T think I get glimpses in the Bible 
of what delayed answered prayer may 
mean. The answer to Moses’ prayer to 
enter the Promised Land was kept back 
for centuries till he stood there with 
Jesus himself, and Elijah’s prayer to die 
was refused for the glory of the fiery 
chariot waiting for him. As in arith- 
metic the figure carried forward becomes 
part of a Higher Power. 

“When one gets hold of that vision, 
one can throw back in the Devil’s face 
his taunts over the seemingly wasted 
years that lie behind us.” 

The Cross was in this woman’s life; 
it was in her prayer; it was ever before 
her eyes. She tells of a praying man 


- who had a map of the world on his wall 


surmounted by those two words, “I 
thirst.” “That man knew his Lord’s heart. 
That ‘I thirst’ of the Cross echoes still 
from the Throne.” 

And it re-echoed in her heart and life. 


She could never look out of the car win- 
dow from an Algerian train without 
thinking of the villages nestled in the 
hills as full of unreached souls. She re- 
called an old alms plate used at the 
Communion service in Cromer parish 
church, a worn plate devoid of orna- 
ment, but. carrying a silent plea, “strong 
enough to draw the contents from one’s 
purse.” For faintly graven on a medal- 
lion in the center was a pierced hand. 
This pierced hand had been her sum- 
mons to Africa. 
ca ~ Sd * * 


Miss Trotter might have attained dis- 
tinction in the academies of art and at 
London exhibitions, She might have 
filled her life with the delights of self- 
cultivation and_ self-expression. She 
chose the better part. During an illness 
she contrasted the two types of life by 
describing the death of the flowers at 
her bedside. “Some characters,” she 
wrote, “spend their whole energy on the 
production of bloom at the expense of 
seed. The flowers that are bent on per- 
fecting themselves by becoming double 
end in barrenness, and a like barrenness 
comes over the soul whose interests are 
all concentrated upon personal weil-be- 
ing. Say 

“IT have been watching the different 
expressions of the flowers as they die. 
The beautiful, barren, double. things like 
the white rose and the magnolia, droop, 
a look of self-pity passing into despair 
as they cling to the stalks to the last. 
The wild flowers keep happy faces wide 
open till the petals are ready to drop 
and float away. Then they fold the little 
hands of the calyx in content over the 
growing treasure of the seed-vessel 
which was the purpose of their being. 
Life lived for the seen and life lived 
for the unseen are written all over 
them.” 

A truth-holding parable indeed. But 
after reading these wise and beautiful 
sayings one is forced to think of Liligs 
Trotter as one who yielded both seed 
and bloom. 
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LESSON 11. JUNE 11. 


International Uniform Lesson.—1 Corinthians 1: 1-3 


PAUL SOLVES CHURCH PROBLEMS 


10, 11, 4:14-21; Galatians 1:1-7; 2:1-29, 1 Thessa- 
lonians 1:1; 4:9 to 5:22, printed text, 1 Corinthians 1:1 


1-3, 10, 11; 4:14-21,; 1 Thessalonians 5 :12-15 


Golden Text.—Let your conversation be as it becometh the Gospel of Christ.—Phil. 1: 27 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
1 Cor. 1:1-3, 10, 11; 4:14-21; 1 Thess. 5:12-15 


Kinc James VERSION 


1 Cor. 1:1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through 
the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother, 

2 Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that 
are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in 
every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both 
their’s and our’s: 

3 Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


10 Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no 
divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in 
the same mind and in the same judgment. 

‘11 For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by 
them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are conten- 
tions among you. 


4:14 I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved 
sons I warn you. 

15 For though ye have ten thousand instructers in Christ, yet 
have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten 
you through the gospel. 

16 Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me. 

17 For this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, who is my 
beloved son, and faithful in the Lord, who shall bring you into 
remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach every 
where in every church. 

18 Now some are puffed up, as though I would not come to 


you. 

19 But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord will, and will 
know, not the speech of them which are puffed up, but the 
power. 

20 For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power. 

21 What will ye? shall I come unto you with a rod, or in love, 
and in the spirit of meekness? 


1 Thess. 5:12 And we beseech you, brethren, to know them 
which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and 
admonish you; 

13 And to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s 
sake. And be at peace among yourselves. 

14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, 
comfort the oachtenaadied. support the weak, be patient toward 
all men. 

15 See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever 
follow that which is good, both among yourselves, and to all men. 


% % 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

1 Cor. 1:1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through 
the will of God, and Sosthenes 1our brother, 2 unto the church 
of God which is at Corinth, even them that are sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that call upon the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ in every place, their Lord and ours: 
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


10 Now I beseech you, brethren, through the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be 
no *divisions among you; but that ye be perfected together in 
the same mind and in the same judgment. 11 For it hath been 
signified’ unto me concerning you, my brethren, by them that 
are of the household of Chloe, that there are contentions among 
you. 


4:14 I write not these things to shame you, but to admonish 
you as my beloved children. 15 For though ye have ten thou- 
sand tutors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers; for in Christ 
Jesus I begat you through the * gospel. 16 I beseech you there- 
fore, be ye imitators of me. 17 For this cause have I sent unto 
you Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, 
who shell put you in remembrance of my ways which are in 
Christ, even as I teach everywhere in every church. 18 Now 
some are puffed up, as though I were not coming to you. 19 But 
I will come to you shortly, if the Lord will; and I will know, 
not the word of them that are puffed up, but the power. 20 For 
the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power. 21 What will 
ye? shall I come unto you with a rod, or in love and a spirit of 
gentleness? 


1 Thess. 5:12 But we beseech you, brethren, to know them that 
labor among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish 
you; 13 and to esteem them exceeding highly in love for their 
work’s sake. Be at peace among yourselves. 14 And we exhort 
you, brethren, admonish the disorderly, encourage the fainthearted, 
support the weak, be longsuffering toward all. 15 See that none 
render unto any one evil for evil; but always follow after that 
which is good, one toward another, and toward all. 


1Gr., the brother. *Gr., schisms. 3Gr., good tidings. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


T IS a remarkable fact that God per- 
mitted every possible problem that 
might in after years arise to distress 

the church, to come to the front in apos- 
tolic days, so that they might be met at 
the very beginning by divine instruc- 
tion. It was not exactly that Paul and 
other apostles “solved” these problems 
by their own wisdom and insight, but 
that the Holy Spirit of God made clear 
to them the answers to the questions that 
arose to distract the saints, and showed 
the true way out of the difficulties that 
beset them. Whether threatened by dis- 
ruption because of strife and divisions 
among themselves (1 Cor. 3:1-5), or be- 
cause of false teaching introduced by 
designing men “to draw away disciples 
after them” (Acts 20:30), the Spirit of 
God met each case in such a manner that 
all in after years might profit by it, 
and if subject to the Word, might be 
saved from schism and error. We need 
today to test every line of teaching and 


system of procedure by the one question, 
“What saith the Scripture?” 


The Historical Setting 


It is not possible to set the dates for 
the writing of all these epistles with 
absolute certainty. Scholars who have 
reverently examined the data available 
differ considerably in their conclusions, 
but we are safe in saying that the Thes- 
salonian letters were the earliest of 
Paul’s writings, probably about A. D. 53 
or 54. Galatians may have followed 
shortly afterward, and the Corinthian 
letters about A. D. 58. 


Verse by Verse 

1 Cor. 1:1—‘An apostle ... through 
the will of God.” Paul owed his apos- 
tleship, not to human selection or ap- 
pointment, but to divine ordination. 

Verse 2—“With all that in every 
place.” This epistle was not intended for 
the church in Corinth alone, but for all 
who acknowledge Christ’s authority. All 
Christians are saints by calling, sancti- 
fied, or set apart to God in Christ Jesus. 

Verse 3.—“Grace be unto’ you, and 
peace.” This is the apostolic salutation. 
The reference, of course, is to the grace 


that keeps and the peace that we enjoy 
as our minds are stayed on God. 


Verse 10.—“Be perfectly joined to- 
gether.” He pleads with them to avoid 
strife and divisions, and to seek that 
unity of mind and judgment which is 
found only as all alike are occupied with 
Christ and are seeking his glory rather 
than their own. 


Verse 11—“There are_ contentions 
among you.” It is not that they were 
actually dividing into hostile sects, but 
there were factions in the local church 
which marred its fellowship and hin- 
dered its testimony. 


Chap. 4:14—“As my beloved sons I 
warn you.” They were his children in 
the faith. As their father in Christ, his 
heart yearned over them, and he longed 
to see them free from all that would 
distract or mar their service for God. 


Verse 15—“Ten thousand instructers 

. not many fathers.” Many can teach, 
but there are comparatively few who 
are real soul-winners. 

Verse 16—“Be ye followers of me.” 
As their father in the Gospel, Paul could 
rightfully call upon them to imitate his 
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ways and to continue in the teaching he 
sought to impart to them. 


Verse 17.—“‘Every where in every 
church.” While the early Christian 
churches were in a sense independent 
units, each individually subject to Christ, 
they nevertheless constituted a united 
fellowship where the same doctrinal 
standards were held and the same dis- 
ciplinary practices adhered to. 


Verse 18.—“‘As though I would not 
come.” Some of Paul’s adversaries were 
telling the Corinthian believers that Paul 
realized he was not a true apostle and 
so avoided facing them by staying away 
from the church which he had founded. 

Verse 19.—“Not the speech ... but 
the power.” On the contrary, he would 
soon be among them, and it would. then 
be manifested who was simply prattling 
and with whom was the power of God. 


Verse 20.—‘The kingdom of God is not 
in word, but in power.” Mere glibness 
of speech does not indicate that God is 
speaking through a mjan. He who is 
under the control of th§ Holy Spirit will 
be characterized by divinely-given 
power which discomfits false profession. 

Verse 21—“With a rod, or in love.” 
What he means is: Did the Corinthians 
desire him to go to them as a stern dis- 
ciplinarian to take them to task for their 
willfulness, dealing with them as the 
Lord’s representative and chastening 
them for their wrongdoing, or would 
they have him go in the love of Christ 
and the spirit of meekness for their 
blessing and edification? 


1 Thess. 5:12.—‘Know them... which 
are over you in the Lord.” It is as 
wrong to ignore God-given leadership 
as it is to make too much of Christ’s 
servants. The Corinthians failed in the 
latter way; the Thessalonians were in 
danger of flouting all authority. 


Verse 13.—“Esteem them very highly.” 
They are Christ’s representatives, and 
therefore to be accorded due honor and 
recognition. The church of God is neither 
an autocracy nor a pure democracy, but 
a theocracy where Christ’s ,authority 
should be observed by all. 


Verse 14—“We exhort you.” Where 
grace reigns, exhortation will be more 
common than rigid command. He would 
have them warn the unruly, who were 
determined to have their own way, bear 
with and uphold the simple-minded, en- 
courage the feeble in faith, and be pa- 
tient to all. 


Verse 15.—“Ever follow that which is 
good.” If each one is concerned about 
the good of his brethren, there will be 
no likelihood of friction. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The only way a church will prosper 
is by all subordinating individual pref- 
erences and personal ambitions to the 
authority of the Lord Jesus Christ. As 
he is given his rightful place, and all 
the members are subject to their glori- 
fied Head, there will not only be peace 
and harmony within, but the testimony 
of the church will be such to the world 
that men and women will be attracted 
to Christ and saved by his grace. When 
strife and selfishness prevail within 
there is no power without and the un- 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons forthe year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


11. June 11.—Paul Solves Church Prob- 
lems. 1 Corinthians 1:1-3, 10, 11; 
4:14-21; Galatians 1:1-7; 3:1-29; 

1 Thessalonians 1:1; 4:9 to 5:22 

12. June 18.—Paul Writes Personal Let- 
ters. 1 Timothy 1:1-4; 6:11-16; 

2 Timothy 1:1-14; Titus 1:1-6; Philemon 

13. June 25.—Paul Reviews His Life. 

2 Corinthians 11:16 to 12:10; 
Philippians 1:12-24; 3:7-16; 2 Timothy 4:7, 8 
Third Quarter 
1. July 2.—Solomon: A Ruler Who Began 


bBo ere weet eae 1 Kings 3:5-15 
2. July 9.—Jeroboam: A Man with a 
Great Opportunity. ..... 1 Kings 11:26-43 


3. July 16.—Rehoboam: A Man Who 

Made a Foolish Choice. 1 Kings 12:1-20. 
4. July 23.—Asa: A Life of Trust. 

2 Chronicles 14 and 16 

5. July 30.—Jehoshaphat: A Life of 
Obedience ............ 2 Chronicles 17:1-19 

6. August 6.—Elijah: A Life of Courage. 
1 Kings 18:1-46 








converted look on with contempt as they 
see professed Christians dishonoring 
their lowly Master’s name by quarreling 
among themselves. 
Lesson Outlines 
SEVENFOLD UNITY 
(Eph. 4:3-6) 

One body, comprising all believers. 

One Spirit, whose baptism has made 
us one in Christ. 

One hope of. our Saviour’s return. 

One Lord, to whom we owe heart-al- 
legiance. 

One faith, “once delivered unto the 
saints.” 

One baptism, unto the death of Jesus 
Christ. 

One God and Father, to whom all be- 
lievers are related by new creation. 


Curist’s SERVANTS 

Gifts to the church (Eph. 4:11, 12) 

Stewards of the mysteries of God (1 
Cor. 4:1) 

Laborers together with God (1 Cor. 
3:9) 

To be esteemed for their work’s sake 
(1 Thess. 5:13) 

Not to become party leaders (i Cor. 
1:12, 13; 4:6) 

To be obeyed in the Lord (Heb. 13:17) 

To be shepherds of and examples to 
Christ’s flock (1 Pet. 5: 1-4) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


In Corinth, where Paul had labored 
with such marked success, party spirit 
and sectarianism were rife, so that men 
were rallying around certain leaders and 
discounting other. gifts given to the 
church. With this came in many other 
abuses which threatened to destroy the 
testimony God had raised up. 


The Galatian churches had fallen a 
prey to legalistic Judaizers who called 
in question Paul’s apostleship and im- 
pugned the soundness of his teaching. 
To the Gospel of grace they would add 
the provisions of the Sinaitic covenant 
and put Gentile Christians under the 
law of Moses. The Holy Spirit used 
Paul to meet this heresy in an epistle 
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which is one of the most remarkable 
pieces of literature the world has ever 
known. 

At Thessalonica the precious truth of 
the Lord’s return, which had gripped the 
imagination of these young converts, but 
had been imperfectly apprehended, 
needed clarifying, and in both his letters 
to this church the apostle shows the 
practical character of the blessed hope 
and clearly distinguishes between the 
coming of the Lord for and with his 
saints. 


Practical and Personal Applications 

Are we inclined to make too much of 
human leaders, forgetting that our first 
allegiance is to Christ our Head? 

It is possible even to seek to make 
Christ himself the head of a party as 
though he recognized our particular 
group and disowned all others. Is not 
this equally obnoxious to God? 

Are we seeking to walk in unity with 
our brethren, avoiding needless occa- 
sions of discord? 

If we know the blessedness of being 
saved by grace, are we nevertheless in- 
clined to add something of the flesh as 
though it were needed to perfect the 
work of the Spirit? 

Have we learned to cease from all con- 
fidence in human effort and to rely solely 
upon divine grace, both for our salva- 
tion and our sanctification? 

Do we sometimes fail to accord to 
Christ’s servants the reverent submis- 
sion that Scripture inculcates, forgetting 
that they are over us in the Lord? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


The Galatians began in the Spirit by 
simple faith in Christ, but they were 
seeking to be perfected by the flesh by 
adding legal works to the grace of God. 


Grace and law are like oil and water: 
they are two entirely different principles 
that never mix. 


Christ’s death is our deliverance from 
sin, self, the world, and the law, as we 
identify ourselves with him by faith. 

The truth of the near coming of the 
Lord should have a very practical effect 
upon our hearts and lives, leading us to 
live wholly in view of that blessed hope. 

CHICAGO. 

we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


WHOM is the First Epistle to the 
Corinthians addressed, in addition to the 
local church? 

2. Who are the saints? : 

3. To what are Christians exhorted in 1 
Corinthians 1:10? 

4. What sin does Paul rebuke in this chap- 
ter? 


5. What distinction does the apostle draw 
between instructors and fathers in Christ? 


6. What mission did Timothy have in go- 
ing to Corinth? 


7. How are we to treat Christ’s ministers? 
(1 Thess. 5:12, 13.) 


8. What attitude is the church to take 
toward unruly members? 


9. Is revenge ever justifiable? 
10. What should always characterize Chris- 
jans? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 367 of this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leafiet explainin, 

the conditions of this department. The full lis 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Praying to be Saints.—Called to be 
saints (1 Cor. 1:2). “Too many people,” 
said the clergyman, “regard their religion 
as did the little boy in the jam closet. 
He stood on tiptoe, lading jam with both 
hands from the jam pot to his mouth. 
His mother pounced on him suddenly. 
‘Oh, Jacky !’ his mother cried, ‘And only 
last night you prayed to be. made a 
saint!’ His face, an expressionless mask 
of jam, turned toward, her. ‘Yes, but 
not till after I’m dead,’ he explained.”— 
From “1001 Pulpit Illustrations,” by 
Webb. Sent by Howard M. Green, Hor- 
nell, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


Whom to Obey.—I beseech you, breth- 
ren, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ (v. 10a). Sometimes it takes a 
boy to put things plainly and tersely. I 
once heard from the lips of a boy one 
of the most sensible pieces of advice that 
I ever heard from anyone. A question 
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arose one day as to which of two orders 
should be obeyed, a certain person hav- 
ing received from two in authority 
slightly different instructions in regard 
to some work to be done. The matter 
was of no importance, and it was merely 
in fun that this perplexed person hesi- 
tated between the two orders. But the 
boy solved the problem, and he could 
not have done better if it had been the 
most serious matter in the world. “Mind 
the highest boss,” he called out, hearty 
of voice and lusty of lung. “Mind the 
highest boss, and you'll always keep out 
of trouble.”—From “100 Great Texts and 
Their Treatment,” by Barton. Sent by 
Ralph E. Blakeman, Los Angeles, Calif. 


When Egotists Meet.—Some are puffed 
up (4:18). When two egotists meet it is 
a case of an I for an I.—From the Tele- 
graph Forum. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Pewley, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


The Finest Bunch in Jail.—The speech 
of them which are puffed up (v. 19). 
Our Florida pastor had brought to the 
evening meal with us his favorite par- 
ishioner, an ex-bootlegger and convict, 
who had just returned from addressing 
a church service. In telling of his days 
in the Atlanta Penitentiary, our guest 
described the Sunday school, in which 
the prisoners grouped by denominations. 
“Our Presbyterian crowd were the finest 
bunch in the place. They were not as 
many as the Methodists and Baptists, but 
they were high-class men, educated and 
able.” That was the queerest expression 
of denominational loyalty I ever heard. 
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Presbyterians in the penitentiary — and 
proud of their church! Yet they had 
not enough vital religion to keep them 
out of jail !—From the Christian Herald. 
Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Treated Like a Minister.—Esteem them 
very highly in love for their work’s sake 
(1 Thess. 5:13a). “You look very much 
like a minister,” said an English gentle- 
man to Woodrow Wilson many years 
ago. “Have you ever been taken for 
one?” “No,” was the reply, “but I have 
been treated like one.” “And how was 
that?” “Well,” said Mr. Wilson, “there 
was a time when I waited six months 
for my salary.”—From the Christian Her- 
ald. Sent by Lucille King, Orrville, 
Ohio. 


Wanamaker’s Patience—Now we ex- 
hort you, brethren, ... be patient toward 
all men (v. 14). The following incident 
was recorded in the life of John Wana- 
maker. One of the executives in the 
Philadelphia store recalls that one day, 
when he was a cash boy, he mustered 
up courage to go into Wanamaker’s of- 
fice to show him a new and cheap way 
to wrap small packages that he thought 
he had discovered. President Wanamaker 


was sitting at his top desk, and the boy- 


timidly passed to him a sample package 
he had wrapped. As he did so his sleeve 
caught on the ink well and upset it. The 
horrified boy stood rooted to the spot. 
Wanamaker said: “Now I am going to 
show you something. If you attack a 
pool of ink with the edge of a blotter, 
instead of stamping the blotter flat down 
on it, it is astonishing how quickly it 
disappears.” The devotion of a lifetime 
of able service was thus won in a min- 
ute by this fine display of patience.— 
Source unknown. Sent by E. M. James, 
Toronto, Can. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
in the midst of the many problems that are 
found within the church, may we have the 
quiet mind which comes. from the confidence 
of faith. May we rest in thee for every need, 
and in our contacts with others show forth 
the spirit of consideration and fairness. May 
we not be living in a divisive spirit, but may 
we stand nevertheless firmly for the truth as 
it is in Christ. If we have been given places 
of leadership may we have a due sense of 
responsibility for helping others in the prob- 
lems that are theirs, not seeking our own 
ease or comfort, but willingly spending time 
and strength in prayer and in consultation, 
to the end that others may be strengthened 
and guided. Help us to realize anew the place 
of iove as the deep motive of our attitude 
toward others, and may we look to thy Word 
for the solution of whatever problems come 
to us in life or work. We ask this in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—It doesn’t take very 
long to get into a dispute over one phase 
or another of our life in the church. The 
kind of problems that were taken up in 
today’s lesson are among us today. It 
would help us in solving many questions 
of the Sunday school and of other 
branches of the churches’ work if we 
were to take today’s lesson and measure 
what we are actuaily doing alongside 
the real counsel of Paul as he wrote to 
these churches. Do you know why he 
wrote the letters? Yes, he did so in 
order that, out of the treasures of truth 
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that had been revealed unto him, he felt 
that the Spirit was moving him to pass 
on counsel that no man in his own wis- 
dom could give, but which would come 
out of the revealed will of God. How 
important it is for us who have any 
place of leadership in the church to draw 
our wisdom from the Bible itself! Where 
we go wrong in our advice is when we 
turn away from the Bible, and follow 
the lines that the world lays down. What 
we say and do ought to be in line with 
the Gospel of Christ. Will you repeat 
the Golden Text for today? Yes, “Let 
your conversation be as it becometh the 
gospel of Christ.” Is that Gospel the 
basis of what you say to others to help 
them in the problems of the church to- 
day? Think quietly whether you would 
have written letters like these on the 
same subjects. Let us pray. 


HRISTIAN 
IN 
HURCH IFFICULTIES 


IN THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST 
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The Busy Men's Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


Parallel Minds.—The same mind (1 
Cor. 1:10). You may remember that 
President Wilson changed Secretaries of 
State because “I wanted a mind that 
would lie parallel with my own mind,” 
—or something like that. 

You may also remember that after 
Lindbergh got his jump-the-ocean fame 
he gave up all his time to make America 
“air-minded.” In this laudable enterprise 
he took his flight to Mexico. As it 
turned out, that flight proved a “Good 
Morrow, Lindy!” Don’t shoot! 

And by the way, my boy; while Presi- 
dent Wilson’s firing of Lansing, and 
Lindy’s flying of the Atlantic were be- 
fore your day, history will tell you that 
the young fellow who had the nerve to 
fly the sea alone and becornfe a world 
hero, also had the nerve to call for ice 
water at a French banquet where aqua 
pura was not a French drink. And it 
. was his banquet at that! (Dan. 1:8, 12.) 

Well, my son, it was that kind of hus- 
band the great New York banker Mr. 
Morrow wanted for a son-in-law, even 
though he was only the son of a school 
teacher. And Lindy and Mrs. Lindy 
have had much to do in taking Amer- 
ica up in the air. 

Here for thirty-two years I have been 
trying to get you fellows Heaven-minded 
by showing you there is more fun in a 
genuine Christian life than in all the 
sports and so-called pleasures put to- 
gether. 

In those homes where all the family 
have their minds laid down parallel with 
the Christ Mind there is to be found 
peace, security, and happiness. Out of 
such homes come our real big men (1 
Cor. 2:16). 

Some of you know dear old Jim Mc- 
Conkey (went Home in 1937) through 
his “Threefold Secret of the Holy Spirit,” 
and other great tracts. But how many 
of you have known about the McConkey 
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family up there at Wrightsville on the 
Susquehanna? “Bill,” said a friend, “if 
you ever get an invitation to visit the 
McConkeys, you go. They are all musi- 
cians as well as real Christians. Jim 
plays the flute, and the sisters the other 
instruments. With the wonderful music 
and fine Christian atmosphere at the 
McConkeys, you are right next door to 
Heaven.” 

A family where the minds all lie paral- 
lel with the Christ Mind. 


Real Warning.—I write not ... to 
shame you, but as my beloved sons I 
warn you (4:14). .This is a nice way 
for a fatherly apostle to call down his 
“son.” This plan beats taking the boy 
out to the woodshed and, between grit- 
ted teeth, yelling, “Take off that coat!” 
Then follow with the good’ old-fashioned 
“dressing out.” A sort of dressing that 
is generally useless. 

Did you ever stop long enough to 
think that most of the scrapes and devil- 
tries young folks get into are largely be- 
cause of pure ignorance? And it is right 
here where the good Sunday school 
comes in and scures. 

That is to say, supposing Dad is too 
absorbed with business and Mother with 
social activities to do the warning (Psa. 
19:9-11; Ezek. 3:17). 

As I write this note I have had the 
Rock Run Mission Sunday School for 
forty-four years. Almost every Sunday 
afternoon I have given a Bible reading 
from the blackboard on the wall back of 
the desk. These readings have mostly 
been the Holy Spirit through the Word 
telling my boys and girls how to order 
their lives. Now note the result: 

My young folks up there have always 
been a marrying bunch. We talk about 
a business man “starting on a shoe- 
string.” That is how most of the new- 
lyweds have started. I warn them to 
start with as little as they can, just the 
bare necessities in furnishings, rather 
than run into a big debt. Then add good 
stuff as the Lord prospers them. 

There has never been a single umbrella 
wedding among the boys and girls 
trained in Rock Run Sunday School. 

(An umbrella is something that folds 
up!) Three Rock Run giris graduated 
at the high school. Worked their way 
along. I have just sent each a letter. 
They are smart and attractive Christian 
girls. 

I tell them the boys are sure to be 
around. But marry your own kind. 
Marry a Christian boy, and both of you 
get busy in the same church. Then the 
coming years will be yours. And in 
my letter I go into details. This is real 
warning. 


Tit for Tat.—See that none render evil 
for evil... but ever follow that which 
is good (1 Thess. 5:15). I have spent all 
my life in the rural and small town 
atmosphere. With me Coatesville began 
as a little “hick” village on the “Old 
Lancaster Pike,” half way between Phil- 
adelphia and the Susquehanna River. 
In fact, it was called “Midway” in its 
western end when I was a boy. At that 
time folks went by their first names. 
Then we became a borough and had a 
water works, and knew who everybody 
was. Today we are a city where we 
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“know nobody” except the “old resi- 
denters,” not even the members of our 
big church. 

In all these transformations of growth 
the silliest and saddest and most un- 
profitable of all exhibits have been the 
small town hates and scraps and get- 
evens. “The Joneses and Smiths don’t 
speak.” We have seen this “evil for 
evil” come in its brimstone perfection 
in the Italian vendetta and the feuds 
of our Southern mountains. And in a 
different bunch, but none the less Sa- 
tanic, of gangsters wiping out gangster 
— “dog eat dog.” (Prov. 21:10; Jas. 2:13; 
1 Pet. 3:9.) 

How simple life would be for man- 
kind if the race could be brought to lis- 
ten to the directions given by the Holy 
Spirit! 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 365) 
1. “All that in every place call upon the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord.” 


2. Those who are set apart to God by faith 
in Christ. 


3. To unity of spirit and testimony. 
4. Sectarianism. . 


5. Fathers are soul-winners; instructors 
teach those already won to Christ. 


6. To call them back to the first principles 
of Paul’s teaching. 


7. With affection and esteem. 


8. They are to be warned, to turn them 
from their evil ways. 


9. No, we are never to render evil for evil 
to anyone. 


’ 
10. We are always to follow that which is 
good. 
b 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: The Peacemaker. 
Discussion: The source, the character, 
and the operations of peace —in private 
life, social life, and political life. How 
to get it. 
Objective: “‘Let the peace of God rule in 
your hearts” (Col. 3:15). 











AY, fellows, it is a new angle we 

have here on Paul’s character. We 
see him in the rédle of a peacemaker. 
And little as you might think it, here 
is a key to every fine quality that was 
in this highly qualified servant of the 
Lord: a real peacemaker must first have 
peace in his own heart. And-Paul had 
that. He got it that day he surrendered 
himself and everything he had to the 
Lord Jesus on the Syrian plain before 
the gates of Damascus. 

And what is peace? I wonder if you 
fellows really understand the word? If 
you think we are dealing here with one 
of the minor blessings I am sure you do 
not understand it. Peace is not simply 
quietness or stillness; it is not soft music, 
or a state of inertia; it is not drifting 
with the current, or that which makes 
“pleasant seemings out of stern real- 
ities.” It is not that which is sought in 
the opium pipe, the marijuana cigarette, 
or strong drink. One does not have 
to go away off by himself to find peace. 


» 
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The one who knows real peace is he who 
can remain in the midst of confusion 
and keep a clear mind, a steady nerve, 
and a resolute heart—and, remaining 
there, put forth his best effort. 

Paul had the secret of abiding peace, 
and he exercised it to the very last. He 
wrote the Philippians, who had shown 
their great concern for his privations: 
“I have learned, in whatsoever state I 
am, therewith to be content. I know 
both how to be abased, and I know how 
to abound: every where and in all things 
I am instructed both to be full and to be 
hungry, both to abound and to suffer 
need. I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4: 11-13). 
Contentment is a large part of peace. 
He wrote Timothy that “godliness with 
contentment is great gain” (1 Tim. 6:6). 

But peace is even more than that. 
Peace is a positive, not a negative. Peace 


may exist in ceaseless activity. It is 


consciously going at your very best, not 
necessarily your normal best. You may 
be working under a heavy handicap, or 
some very depressing burden. It is go- 
ing at your best under the circumstances. 
Paul had a “thorn in the flesh,” and be- 
sought the Lord three times to remove 
it — whatever it was — but the Lord an- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 








PAUL SOLVES CuVRCW PROALEYS 
® 
* 


4 COR /6723 





“us0 


= hte 


= Vr 14G) 


oS ibine 


vr. 1406? 


eee ene 


. key _. 














THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


swered, “My grace is sufficient for thee: 
for my strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness.” Then Paul said: “Most gladly 
therefore will I rather glory in my weak- 
nesses, that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me” (2 Cor. 12:7-9). That’s 
peace — peace in the most unpeaceful 
conditions, as the unperceiving world 
would say. 

And how did Paul get this marvelous 
state of mind and heart? He got it by put- 
ting himself in the center of God’s will. 
Complete surrender—holding nothing 
back. One may surrender all to the Lord, 
except one little sin. As long as he clings 
to that he will not know peace. But 
when he gives that up, too, he has the 
peace that “passeth understanding.” It 
is the peace that Jesus gives, and that is 
perfect. “My peace I give unto you,” 
said Jesus Christ; “not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid” (John 14:27). Fear is the great 
enemy of peace. Jesus came to cast out 
fear and give peace. “Fear not” is an 
expression connected with many of the 
announcements, the appearances, and the 
sayings of the Lord Jesus. They make 
an interesting study; look them up. 

Look down inside, fellows, and see if 
you have peace. Are you steady, calm, 
resolute, alert? Are you experiencing 
the joyous thrill of being at your best 
under the circumstances? If not, be as- 
sured the Devil is cheating you. He is 
keeping you from getting close up to the 
Lord Jesus with that complete surren- 
der which alone will bring you the 
blessedness of peace. 

Get close up; let go, and let God. 


New Port RIcHEY, FLA. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Goal.—To help the girls analyze quali- 
fications and opportunities of Spirit-filled 
church leaders. 

Activity.—This lesson might be used as 
a means of making the church and its 
leaders of more value to the young people. 
Is your church reaching the young people 
and helping them to grow as Christians? 
If not, why not? Do your young people 
have definite responsibilities in your 
church? Sometimes the greatest division 
and contention in a church is that between 
the adult group and the young folks. How 
might these two groups, with their varying 
needs, work together in building the 
Kingdom in your community? 

Memory Verse.—‘These are written, that 
ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Sdn of God; and that believing ye 
might have life through his name’’ (John 
20:31). 


ARGARET, who had been living a 
worldly life, attended a revival 
meeting where she was gloriously trans- 
formed. Later she was telling a Chris- 
tian friend of her experience. “Do you 
know why I decided to accept Christ? 
I knew those people were praying for me 
and wanted me to be saved, and I knew 
that if they wanted me so very much, 
how much more the Lord Jesus must 
have wanted me. When I realized that, 
I could not resist him any longer.” 
Girls, what do you remember as the 
most outstanding contribution of church 
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leaders to your own life? Do any of 
these answers remind you of your ex- 
periences? “My Sunday school teacher 
led me to Christ.” “Our young people’s 
director provided for us so many inter- 
esting activities that we had no time 
left to get into mischief.” “The grown- 
ups in our church made the young folks 
feel welcome.” “Girls have endless prob- 
lems to face, and. I knew that I could 
always go to our Bible teacher for help 
and comfort.” “Our choir director led 
me to surrender my life and my talents 
to God’s service.” “The friendship and 
encouragement of our church leaders 
helped me to understand more about 
the love of God” (Matt. 5:16). 

How many church leaders today are 
accomplishing such results for God? 

What are the two major duties of 
church leaders? 1. To present Christ. 
Paul said, “I determined not to know 
any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified.” The Sunday before 
a patriotic holiday a pastor announced 
to his congregation, “This week we shall 
celebrate However, I have no 
time to talk about national patriotism 
because there is so much to say about 
the Lord.” More than we can realize 
it, people are longing for a knowledge 
of One who can bring them peace and 
joy, and when these people go to church, 
they do not want the leaders to fail. 
2. To encourage Christian growth. There 
are no Stop signs on the Christian high- 
way. Listen to some bits of advice to 
Christians: “Let us run with patience 
the race that is set before us.” “Put on 
the whole armour of God.” “Grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord.” “That ye might be filled with 
all the fulness of God.” 

Let us review some of the positions 
of church leaders and see how each may ~ 
co-operate with others to accomplish 
their goals (Eph. 4:114+13). (Discuss 
with the girls the official positions in 
your church which correspond to the 
following: Pastor, organist, choir mem- 
bers, Sunday school teachers and officers, 
directors of children’s and young people’s 
groups, evangelists, social service com- 
mittees, and missionaries.) 

One of the sad facts about many 
church leaders. is that they are not true 
to their responsibilities and privileges. 
This was the situation in the church at 
Corinth where Paul had labored so dili- 
gently for a year and a half (Acts 18:11). 
Many problems arose in this church, and 
Paul sent 1 and 2 Corinthians to assist 
these “babes in Christ” in adjusting 
themselves to the contrasts between their 
old, sinful natures and their new Chris- 
tian objectives. One of these problems 
is the subject of the selection in 1 Cor- 
inthians. Look at 1 Corinthians 1:10, 11 
and tell in your own words the cause 
of the difficulty. Yes, these people had 
let church leaders come between them- 
selves.and God, and as a result, of 
course, the church was not functioning 
smoothly. 

Some of the Christian leaders in Cor- 
inth were becoming “puffed up,” and 
vain. To these Paul said, “The kingdom 
of God is not in word, but in power” (1 
Cor. 4:15-21). The only reason a church 
should exist is in order that the power 
of the Holy Spirit may be manifested 

















Lesson for June 11 


in the hearts of the people who assemble 
there. 

Notice Paul’s definition of Christian 
leaders (1 Cor. 1:1-3). 1. Called (John 
15:16). 2. Sanctified, “set apart for God” 
(2 Cor. 6:17, 18). 3. Blessed with God’s 
grace, and its attributes (Gal. 5:22, 23). 

What are some specific duties of 
church leaders? (1 Thess. 5:12-15.) 

(The following questionnaire is for 
leaders of young people and children): 


1. Do I present Christ as Saviour and 
Friend? (John 20:31.) 

2. Do I encourage Christian growth 
and absolute surrender to the Lord? 
(Rom. 12:1, 2.) 

3. Do I help my class find in God’s 
Word a solution to their problems? (2 
Tim. 2:15.) 

4. Do I organize service projects so 
that my class may learn to be kind, use- 
ful Christians? (Gal. 5:13.) 

5. Do I stimulate an appreciation for 
that which is noble and beautiful in 
music, art, literature, nature, and other 
areas of life? (Phil. 4:8.) 

6. Do I provide wholesome recreation 
for my class so that their desire for fun 
and activity may be satisfied? (1 Cor. 
10:31.) 

7. Do my scholars come to me freely 
and sincerely with any problems which 
I might, with the Lord’s guidance, help 
them to solve? (Gal. 6:2.) 

A leader’s prayer for Christian youth 
(1 Cor. 1:4-9). 

Next Sunday we shall study some of 
the. personal letters Paul wrote to 
friends. Be prepared to tell of some let- 
ters you have received that helped you. 
Memorize Ephesians 4:32. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 

4 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Have nine envelopes addressed Romans, 
Corinthians (2), Galatians, Ephesians, 
Philippians, Colossians, Thessalonians (2). 
Give each child a small envelope with all 
these names printed on it. 











OW many of you children ever wrote 

a letter? Some of you have, and all 

of you will as you get older. How many 

of you ever received a letter? It is 

pretty nice to have the postman bring 

you a letter, or find one in the mailbox. 
I like it, myself. 

Paul was a great letter writer. He 

wrote letters to his friends, and he wrote 
‘letters to churches. Today we are go- 
ing to talk about the ones he wrote to 
the churches. 

Paul’s letters did not look a bit like 
these envelopes of ours, but we are go- 
ing to use these to help us remember 
the letters he wrote. Paul’s letters were 
probably written on parchment, and 
rolled up, or wrapped up, and a seal 
put on them. And the postman didn’t 
bring them. They were sent by mes- 
sengers, or friends carried them from 
one place to another. They did not have 
mail delivered every day, carried by 
train or plane. Letters were few, and 
very important. 

Paul’s letters were very, very impor- 
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tant because God’s Holy Spirit told him 
just what to write, and these letters are 
part of our Bible. 

So we want to know their names. The 
one on our first envelope is Romans. 
Paul wrote it to all the Christians in 
Rome. The second and third letters are 
marked Corinthians, because we have 
two letters Paul wrote to the church 
at Corinth. The fourth letter is marked 
Galatians, and it is written to all the 
churches in Galatia, a province, not a 
city, so they must have passed this letter 
around from one church to another. 

The fifth letter is marked Ephesians, 
and Paul wrote it to the church at Ephe- 
sus, where the great idol, Diana, was 
worshiped. Some people think this let- 
ter was passed on to another church at 
Laodicea. Philippians, the next one, was 
written to the church at Philippi, and 
Colossians to the church at Colosse. Then 
there are two letters to the Thessalonians 
—the Christians who lived in Thessa- 
lonica. 

I think we had better say these over 
today, and again next Sunday, and try 
to remember them, because we shall 
want to know them when we learn all 
the books of the Bible. 

What did Paul write to all these 
churches? He told them how to serve 
the Lord, just how to run their churches, 
and what to do in their homes and in 
their business. The wonderful thing 
about these letters is that God told him 
what to say, and he wrote what God said. 
And we can read these letters and find 
out exactly what we should do, and what 
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our churches should do in every time of 
uncertainty. 

And what about our letters? When we 
write letters, I hope they will have some- 
thing in them about Jesus Christ, and 
how to serve him. 


MopeEstTo, CALIF. 
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“ Are You Shining for Jesus? ”’ 
Founded on fact 


By Amelia O. Stott 


T WAS evening in the Village-of-the- 

Squirrels in south India, and Ya-hub 
sat cross-legged outside his mud-built 
home. It was the evening of the Lamp 
Festival, and most of the houses in the 
village were gay with hundreds of little 
lights. 

“It is fine,” he thought, with all an 
Indian boy’s love of gay brightness. Just 
then his little sister Sabina ran out of 
the house. 

“Oh, Brother, I’m glad we’re going to 
see the lights on the river. It is good 
of Uncle Shankar taking us. Hark! I 
hear bells; the tonga [bullock cart] is 
coming.” 

A moment or two after the children 
had climbed into the clumsy wooden 
cart, off started the bullocks, jingling the 
bells on their necks. Inside sat Sabina 
talking eagerly to her little cousin Prema 
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while Ya-hub sat on the side of the 
cart swinging his long legs over the 
edge. 

Part of the way lay through jungle 
woods, and Ya-hub hoped he would see 
a panther or some such wild animal; but 
they were all shy that night, so he was 
disappointed. At last they reached the 
river where all the people, dressed in 
their best clothes, lined the banks, 
Eagerly they watched the tiny wooden 
rafts on which they had placed their 
little clay lamps. Each of these was 
lighted by a piece of cotton wick float- 
ing in a shallow saucer of oil. Gently 
the little rafts floated downstream, and 
as they were carefully balanced most 
of the little lamps were kept alight. 

The people believed their lamps went 
to cheer their ancestors and dead rela- 
tives who might be groping about in the 
darkness of another world. The thou- 
sands of little bobbing lights on the 
water made a very pretty sight, but 
whenever one was swamped and 
“drowned” the owners became sad in- 
deed. 

Prema who had just begun to go to the 
Christian school in the village was 
greatly delighted. 

“Oh, how much I should like a lamp 
sent to me if I were alone in the dark.” 

“But, Prema,” said her little cousin, 
“it is only a sort of game, though these 
people who keep the Festival of Lamps 
believe that their lights somehow reach 
and help their lost ones. Of course, it 
is all useless, but, you see, they don’t 
know about God and that Jesus is the 
Light of the world.” 

“But isn’t there any dark place to 
which people go when they die?” asked 
the little girl. “My Granny says so, any- 
way.” 

“Not where Jesus is,” said Sabina. 
“Our teacher often tells us how happy 
her little son was when he went to be 
with Jesus. She, too, can smile when 
she thinks about him, although she has 
no child at all now.” 

Prema said no more, and in an hour 
or so they had to return. Indeed, they 
were half asleep lying in the straw at the 
back of the cart when they heard Ya- 
hub talking to his uncle. 

“Say, wouldn’t it be fine if we could 
make a lot of lamps and take them to 
our Children’s Church, and get the durra 
[missionary] to tell all about shining for 
Jesus and letting others see the light 
through us?” Up jumped the little girls 
to listen as their uncle replied. 

“Why, yes, that might be a bit of real 
witness, Ya-hub. You could all light 
your lamps from the big oil one on the 
table, and march round the church sing- 
ing.” 

The children had a church of their 
very own in the village, built by their 
fathers and elder brothers, though they 
had all had a share. How they loved it, 
and now the thought of having a Chris- 
tian festival of lamps in it pleased them 
well. There were many boys and girls 
around who never came to their happy 
meetings and Sunday school. 

Being all very poor the children had 
to make and model their own little cup- 
like lamps. out of clay. One of the 
Christians was a baker, so he let them 
put their lamps to dry out and harden 
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in his big ovens. Being very shallow, 
a spoonful of oil was enough, and a scrap 
of twisted cotton rag or cord furnished 
them with the wicks. 

Of course when the people saw the 
Christian boys and girls ail gathering 
outside the church they were greatly 
interested, and as many as _ possible 
crowded inside. They squeezed together 
around every window to watch as the 
children marched around stopping to 
light each lamp from the big one placed 
on the table. 

Then they formed a procession, and 
Ya-hub, who was very clever at making 
verses, had taught them this chorus to 
sing to a native melody. 

Always shine for Jesus 
Like a lamp so bright, 
Show to all in darkness 
He can be their Light. 
Then all the little lamps were placed in 
the table to form a cross, and the durra 
explained and gave a simple message 
which the people could understand. 

“It is not enough just to carry 2 lamp 
for Jesus in his house; we all, old and 
young, must ask him to fill our hearts 
with his love so that we can shine for 
him in our daily lives and actions.” 

Suddenly Ya-hub bowed his head, for 
he had just remembered something. He 
had been so pleased to make and carry 
an extra good lamp in the church; but 
what about -Ranji—a boy whom he 
looked upon as his enemy? True, Ranji 
had told lies and got him into trouble, 
and was always acting mean because he 
was jealous of Ya-hub’s ability at school. 

“But he hasn’t got Jesus; he has no 
lamp in his heart,” thought Ya-hub. “I 
ought to forgive him and show him Jesus 
has made me feel different. I suppose 
that is how I should try to show him my 
lamp.” 

It was very, very hard, but Ya-hub 
bravely went and asked Ranji to for- 
give the angry feelings which had filled 
his heart toward him. 

“But why do you speak such words?” 
said the boy in surprise. “You know I 
told a lie and got you into trouble?” 

“Yes, I know,” said Ya-hub, “but I 
carried a lamp in our church festival 
last night, and I must do more than that. 
I must forgive you and be friendly 
toward you in future.” 

Ranji was so astonished he said no 
more then, but the light from Ya-hub’s 
lamp of witness did not shine in vain. 
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A New President at the 
Pennsylvania Bible Institute 


N MAY 1 the Rev. H. Framer Smith, 

Ph.D., Th.D., D.D., former head of 
the Department of New Testament in 
the Presbyterian Seminary of Omaha, 
Nebr., became President of the Bible 
Institute of Pennsylvania, 1530 N. Six- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. The basis 
of the present comprehensive curricu- 
lum of Bible and related subjects was 
planned by Dr. Smith when he_ was 
Dean of the Institute about fourteen 
years ago. Since then he has spent seven 
years at the Moody Bible Institute, Chi- 
cago, as head of the Pastors Course, and 
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four years at the Seminary. For many 
years he has been known throughout 
this country and Canada as an able Bible 
Conference speaker. Dr. Smith, with 
the blessings of experience, knowledge, 
and spiritual guidance returns to the In- 
stitute as it nears the close of its twenty- 
sixth year. 

The Bible Institute of Pennsylvania 
affirms that the Bible is the very Word 
of God and that it commands the whole- 
hearted allegiance of every believer. 
The Institute has ever been interdenomi- 
national in its faculty, Board of Trustees, 
and student body, desiring to co-operate 
with all evangelicals, whether denomi- 
national, interdenominational, or unde- 
nominational in the training it offers. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











June 18. Learning After School Days Are Over. 
Prov. 2:1-9; 3:1-6. 





Sunday, June 11 


Finding My Place of Christian Service 
(Isa. 6:8; Matt. 4:18-20) 





Mon.—A call to service (Exod. 2:9-12). 
Tues.—Called to special duty (Judges 6: 


11-16). 

Wed.—Faithfulness of Christ (prophetic). 
(Psa. 40:7-10). 

Thurs.—Peter’s commission (John 21:15- 
19) 


Fri.—Each in his own place (John 3:22- 


Sat.—A question of submission (Acts 9:1- 











HERE are few of us who have not 

at some time or other sat behind a 
steering wheel of an automobile. We 
know how hard that wheel is to turn, 
when the car is standing still. But, 
what a difference there is when the car 
is in motion. The wheel can be turned 
with the strength of one finger. 

Are not some of us very much like 
stalled cars? God has difficulty in guid- 
ing us into the Christian work that he 
has for us to do simply because we are 
not in motion. When we begin to move 
then it is a simple matter to steer us in 
this direction or that into the way that 
he would have us go. 

Is not the first lesson for us, then, in 
finding our place of Christian service, 
to be busy with the particular duty in 
hand? Moses was engaged in the com- 
monplace duty of tending the sheep of 
Midian, when the burning bush caught 
his attention and he there heard his 
call to service. David was tending his 
father’s flocks when God’s call came to 
him. Isaiah was in the Temple, evi- 
dently at worship when he saw the 
vision of the Lord and heard God’s ‘call 
for service. Gideon was threshing wheat 
when the angel of the Lord spoke to 
him. Amos was following the flock 
when the Lord called him. What are 
you doing about the duty immediately 
in hand? Are you performing it faith- 
fully and well, or have you been in- 
clined to neglect it because of its seem- 














Lesson for June 11 


ing smallness, in the hope that God 
would call you to something larger? 


A second principle we must follow 
if we would find the place in service 
that God has for us is that of absolute 
yieldedness to God’s will. We cannot 
claim God’s direction and guidance un- 
til we are first willing to do whatever 
he may direct. He does not show us his 
will in order that we may then decide 
whether or not we will do it. “If any 
man will do his will, he shall know of 
the teaching” (John 7:17). 

ye 

A third principle is that of definitely 
asking God to reveal to us his plan for 
our Christian service and really to ex- 
pect him to do so. Young people often 
vaguely hope that God will show them 
what he wants them to do, but never 
really get down to business and ask 
him definitely to do so. 

Perhaps one reason for this failure is 
that we are just a little fearful as to 
what God will tell us. We are afraid 
that he may ask us to do something 
that would be unpleasant, or that we 
would not like to do. Can you think of 
an earthly father who would deliber- 
ately choose a life work for his son 
knowing that that particular work was 
unsuited to his son’s qualifications, or 
that it would make his son unhappy? 
If an earthly father would not do this, 
why should we distrust our heavenly 
Father? He knows all about us because 
he has made us. He knows those things 
that will make us happy or unhappy 
infinitely better than we know them 
ourselves. Can we not trust him not 
only to keep us from those things that 
would make us unhappy, but to lead 
us into the one service that will make 
us supremely happy and give us a joy 
that nothing can take from us? 


A fourth principle to follow is that 
of seeking wisdom from God’s Word. 
He does not guide us contrary to or apart 
from the Scriptures. Here are set forth 
those principles and precepts that will 
help us to recognize and tinderstand 
God’s will. 
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A fifth principle is that of trusting 
the Holy Spirit to put his urge upon 
our hearts. God will not force us into 
any Christian service when everything 
within us rebels against that particular 
service. He has promised to give us 
the desires of our hearts (Psa. 37:4). 
But this goes far beyond merely grant- 
ing those things that we desire; it in- 
cludes a putting into our hearts those 
desires that he wants us to have. 


A sixth principle is that of seeking 
the counsel of trusted Christian friends. 
We may think that our particular sit- 
uation and our problems are totally dif- 
ferent from those of any other person. 
In some respects this may be true, but 
in many respects our older Christian 
friends have been through the same puz- 
zling situations that we shall experience, 
and often their counsel can be of untold 
value and can save us from blunders 
and mistakes. 
; 4 

A seventh principle is that of observ- 
ing the circumstances that God brings 
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into our lives. .When we definitely ask 
him to direct us, and expect him to do 
so, God often guides us through cir- 
cumstances. When two opportunities 
for service present themselves, and we 
do not know which is God’s will, if we 
will be patient God will often indicate 
his choice by closing one door of serv- 
ice and keeping the other open. Or, he 
may bring into our lives certain cir- 
cumstances that will make it impossible 
for us to accept one or the other op- 
portunity and thus we may know God’s 
will, , 

There is one word of caution, how- 
ever, that we should carefully heed in 
seeking the Christian service God has 
for us. All of these principles work 
together. No one of them can safely 
be trusted alone. For instance, it is 
dangerous to trust in circumstances, un- 
less we have definitely asked God to 
guide us and have yielded ourselves 
completely to him and are seeking wis- 
dom from the Word. Likewise it is 
dangerous to trust the urge that we feel 
in our hearts, without having asked 
God’s guidance, and checked up our 
urges with Scripture. All working to- 
gether, these principles will definitely 
lead us into God’s plan for service, if 
we really mean business and want to 
do his will. 
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The University of California 
Bible League 


ANY readers will remember the 
story of the Bible club that meets 
in what has been called the “Miracle 
House” at the University of California 
at Berkeley, which was published in the 
Times February 4. The article has been 
reprinted in pamphlet form, under the 
title, “A Bible Study Center at a Great 
University,” and with later news of the 
club. It is now incorporated under the 
laws of California as “The University of 
California Bible League”; a board of nine 
trustees has been elected; and the League 
has a doctrinal statement, based on the 
fundamentals of the Faith. The attend- 
ance at the Bible classes has doubled, 
crowding the present quarters. A good 
location just across the street from the 
University has been found, and it is 
hoped that its purchase may be made 
possible. 
The teacher of the Bible classes spon- 
sored by the League is Vernon Morgan, 
in care of Station KROW, Oakland, Calif. 
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| With the New Books 


Biblical Backgrounds. By J. McKee 
Adams, Ph.D. (Broadman Press, Nash- 
ville, Tenn., $3.75.) Not all lovers of the 
Word are able to journey to the Land 
of the Book, but this notable and schol- 
arly work has made it possible for all 
to become acquainted with its real geog- 
raphy. Upon this geographical survey 
of Bible lands there is thrown the light 
of the Scriptures and of recent research, 
especially in the field of archeology. 

The first edition, which came out five 
years ago, has been revised and enlarged 
and brought up-to-date, and an impor- 
tant chapter added. This chapter was 
originally issued as a supplement, and 
gives “Palestinian Place Names in the 














KILLS ANTS 
FOR 10c Jésy 


JONES bong nl KILLER — A sure way to RID 
your home ex lawn of ANTS. 

or sale at all stores. 
JONES PRODUCTS CO., Milwaukee, Wis. 














Impress Bible Thoughts on Their Minds 
As They Sew 







af: s SS 
VS 








EILERS’ SEWING TEXT MOTTOES 
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oles in card make 
sewing easy. De- SESS Alp 
—- Ne geen on 
em. designs. 
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ete., for all departments. Exercises with music, 
flowers, action. 
THE FRIENDLY FOREST—30c, $3.00 dozen. 
gp mere for young people, complete with 
directions for easily prepared costume and 
scenery. Send for examination copy. 
CHOICE DRAMAS—25c. Dialogues for older schol- 
ars. Four in one booklet. Send for examination copy. 
SPECIAL PACKET—Send 40c, stamps, for 1 each 
of all above. Only 1 packet toa customer. 
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Russia Inland Relief Mission 


is a faith Mission called by God with the main objective of a relief ministry to the 
oppressed, persecuted, and suffering believers of various denominations in Russia, and 


Russian refugees in other countries. 


Wives, 


children, parents, brothers and sisters of 


imprisoned, exiled, and tortured Christians have been and are receiving help through this 


Mission. 


Many tears have been wiped away, comfort has been brought to those in disaster 
and in the midst of sorrow, joy was revived. 


To continue this wonderful relief ministry on behalf of those who are still in dire 
need, we ask the prayers, sympathy, and practical support of all fundamental believers. 


Please pray for this missionary work and as the Lord may lead you, send -your free- 


will offerings to the 


RUSSIA INLAND RELIEF. MISSION, Inc. 


JOHN JOHNSON, Founder and General Director 
1265 BROADWAY, Room 610-S, NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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Gospels and the Acts,” bringing before 
the student every place mentioned in 
connection with the Lord Jesus and the 
apostles in their ministries in Palestine. 

As was pointed out in the previous 
review, the method used is unusual, 
neither historical nor chronological, but 
rather a study of the principal lands of 
the Bible as they appear in the progres- 
sive realization of the story of redemp- 
tion. We find ourselves passing through 
the Bible story and looking at the lands, 
the peoples, and their customs, from Ur 
of the Chaldees to Rome on the Tiber. 
We see the dealings of God with his 
people all through the changing affairs 
of this world, and we see him prepare 
for the unfolding of his message. 

The book is copiously illustrated with 
many maps and beautiful photographs, 
and is well indexed. 


George W. Truett. A biography by 
Powhatan W. James. (Macmillan Co., 
New York City, $2.50.) It is not easy to 
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for it plunges the reader immediately 
into the kindling atmosphere of a great 
life. The reader soon finds himself in 
the presence of a true man of God. 

Dr. Truett was principal of an acad- 
emy at twenty, raised $92,000 for a 
great university at twenty-three, and for 
forty-two years has been the successful 
pastor-evangelist of the First Baptist 
Church at Dallas, Tex.—a church that 
today has a membership of more than 
seven thousand. To multitudes who love 
him, George Truett is more than a man, 
or a minister —he is an institution ! 

A valuable biography, this, not pri- 
marily for style, or documentation, but 
because of its effective presentation of 
a godly man—one who “sought and 
found the shepherd’s heart.” 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 
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FILMS DEVELOPED 
The Photo Mill. Immediate Service ! No 
Delay! Roll developed, carefully printed 
and choice of two beautiful 5x7 pro- 
fessional enla one tinted en- 
largement, or eight reprints for 25c coin. 
Reprints 2c each. 


THE PHOTO MILL 
Box 629-28 Minneapolis, Minn. 
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FOLLOW THE JOURNEYS OF 
PAUL WITH THE BEST MAPS 


EILERS MAP No. 3, ROMAN EMPIRE, 
showing Paul's Travels by colored lines, on 
cloth. 36x49, $1.50. Peerless Map No. 3, 
19 x 28, on cloth ; shows routes covered by 
Paul with colored lines, 60c. 

MAPS OF ALL BIBLE COUNTRIES at 
from 2c each, up. 


100 PAGE SS CATALOGUE FREE 


A. H. EILERS & CO. 52124,P'%.. 
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Quarterlies and Papers 
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Int. Uniform Lesson Topics 


A full sample pack including our General 
Catalogue will be sent on application by any 
Sunday School Official. 


ADDRESS 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 6059 CLEVELAND, OHIO 


























Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday Scheol 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 

School Lesson Committee. 
June 5 to 11 
Mon.—1 Corinthians 1:10-17. Unity. 

PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “No divisions.” 
Church contentions did not all disappear 
with the Corinthian church. Sectarian- 
ism is still strong among Christians. 
Party spirit was rebuked by Christ. Paul 
exhorted against schism. Good and pleas- 
ant is godly unity. The model unity 
of the early Christians is our pattern. 
“The multitude of them that believed 
were of one heart and of one soul” (Acts 
4:32). God wants his people perfectly 
joined together. “Be of the same mind” 
(Rom. 12:16). Pray for Bible Lands 
Gospel Mission, Beirut, Syria. 

Tues.—1 Corinthians 4:14-21. Godliness. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Be ye followers 
of me.” Be to your fellow Christians a 
pattern of godliness. Righteousness in 
walk and work counts for more than 
good speech. Only as you follow Christ 
can you safely ask others to follow you. 
Sobriety, self-control, abounding faith 
and love, in Christ Jesus, are the best 
footsteps to direct others into Christian 
ways of joy, peace, and power. Be filled 
with “the fruits of righteousness, which 
are by Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:11). Pray 
for Women’s Christian Medical College, 
Ludhiana, Punjab, India. 

Wed.—Galatians 1:1-7. Fidelity. 

PRAYER SvuccEsTIons: “So soon re- 
moved.” Exactness in the way of grace 
is all too rare. Time has removed some 
from their steadfastness in Christ. 
Changeableness in the Lord’s people 
makes us groan with Paul; but constancy 
in righteousness makes us rejoice with 
John (3 John 4). “Faithful brethren” 
are the Church’s best pillars. Pray for 
Lalitpur Mission, India. 

Thurs.—Galatians 3:20-28. Obedience. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Put on Christ.” 
At regeneration, Christ enters into the 
heart to dwell in grace by faith. In his 
obedience through faith and love in 
Christ Jesus, the believer may be said 
to “put on Christ.” The adornment of 
the Gospel is strikingly summed up in 
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this phrase: “Put on Christ.” Pray for 
Kurku and Central Indian Hill Mission, 
Ellichpur, India. 

Fri.—1 Thessalonians 4:9-12. Love. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIons: “Touching broth- 
erly love.” The greatest need in this 
world is Christian love. Notwithstand- 
ing God’s teaching, and the Saviour’s 
example, the grace of love is sadly over- 
looked. The Scriptures call for its in- 
crease, but most of us seem to foster 
its decrease. The most needed exhorta- 
tion is: “Love one another.” Pray for 
Cumberland Bible Institute, Livingston, 
Tenn. 


Sat.—1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. Hope. 

PRAYER SuGcGEsTIONS: “Looking for that 
blessed hope” (Titus 2:13). Israel’s 
“hope” was for the coming of the Re- 
deemer out of Zion. Christians “hope” 
for “the glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” He 
who came the first time, and was re- 
jected, will come again in power and 
glory. The blissful hope of the Church 
is the “second Advent.” Pray for the 
American Scripture Gift Mission, Phila- 
delphia. 

Sun.—1 Thessalonians 5:4-11. Watchfulness. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “With him.” 
Whether we “wake” or “sleep” we are 
with him. This world is good, and it is 
a good place to be “awake.” The “land 
that is fairer than day” is better, and it 
is a glorious place to stay until the day 
dawns and the shadows flee away. Here 
or there we are still “with him.” Pray 
for Salaam Mission, Port Said, Egypt. 
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